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           November 28, 2021    10:30 am
 
                 First Sunday of Advent
                                                                                                                  
                                 Welcome

We are glad that you are here as a visitor, a seeker, someone looking for a new church home, or as a regular worshipper or member.  
All are welcome in this place. 
* Please stand if you are able

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Acknowledging Traditional Territory: We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome
	God is good
	all the time.
	All the time
	God is good.

Lighting of the Candles

Call to Worship MV #8 And on This Path

Opening Prayer
		
*Hymn VU #1 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Advent 1 = HOPE Reader: Heather Nicholson
Reader: Today we begin Advent, our traditional celebration of looking forward to our celebration of the life of Jesus Christ. In the weeks to come, we will celebrate hope, peace, love, joy, and God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ. We accept our faith and celebration by lighting candles and by decorating our tree. 
Congregation: God, as we begin the first leg of our Advent journey, help us to recognise that we are celebrating a beginning of our Christian faith, and although we can appreciate the significance of hope in our lives, our faith is incomplete without all your gifts. Let us begin our journey. Amen.
Reader: Today we light the first candle of advent, the candle of HOPE. We think of the people in B.C., those in Afghanistan, and those in other parts of the world where there is injustice. We pray hope for all struggling through the Covid, those who have lost loved ones, lost jobs, lost dreams. As we gather to journey towards the Advent of our Lord and his saving message for the world, we pray hope of deliverance from the darkness that surrounds us all. Give someone hope, you give motivation, you give them life. (light blue candle)
All: We remember: “We must stand in the deepest shadow to see the clearest light; and often through wrong’s own darkness comes the very strength of light.” God of Light and of Hope, may your glory shine in our hearts and in our lives, as we accept your bounty this day.

Call to Confession 
	
Prayer of Confession 

*Assurance Hymn Holy is Our God 

(Children go out to Sunday School) 

Prayer of Illumination

Scriptures   Jeremiah 33:14-16
                      Psalm 25  VU #752
                      Luke 21:25-36
	       
Special Music 

Sermon “Signs of the times?”

Pastoral Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer 

*Hymn VU #713 I See a New Heaven

Benediction and Blessing

Postlude 

Transitional Minister: Rev. Dr. Arthur Davies  
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Office Administrator: Ellen Locke
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org Email: trinityunited@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:30 am – 4 pm

Announcements

Poinsettia has been placed in the sanctuary is loving memory of Ian W. Taylor, presented by Sandra & Mark Richardson and family.

Happy Birthday today to Muriel Bennett, to Eunice Cudmore who celebrates 96 years on Nov. 30, to Sarah Scantlebury on Dec. 1 and to Angie Phillips who celebrates 40 years on Dec. 2. 

Thank you to Ian Soloman, this morning’s soloist, for his musical contribution to this service.

Benevolent Envelopes are included with the bulletin this morning. This fund is getting low and we ask that, if you are able and called, we would appreciate your support.

UCW 2021 Annual General Meeting will be held on Dec. 6 at The Inn on the Hill with registration and coffee at 9:45 am. Guest speaker is Teresa Mellish of Farmers Helping Farmers. Her presentation will be followed by a turkey dinner. The cost of $22, should be given to Treasurer Anne Love (or left at the office for her) by Nov. 29 at the latest. Vax pass and mask are required.

White Gift will be celebrated Sun., Dec. 5. If you are able, please bring a gift of non-perishable food, a new toy, or a new clothing item. You may wrap your gift in white paper, but this is not necessary. We have some homemade socks and mittens left from our fair if you would like to purchase and donate those.

Christmas Fair Wrap-up 2021: All are invited to a Christmas Fair meeting on Dec. 7 at 3:30 pm in the Gym. Please use the Sydney Street Door. We want to discuss Christmas Fair 2021, plan for Christmas Fair 2022 and ask you for new ideas, suggestions, projects and products. Linda And Miriam 

United Church Calendars: 2022 Church Calendars are now available for $10 in our church office. Bedeque United Church is featured in this year’s calendar.

Wearing Masks: As of Sept. 17 and until further notice, CPHO has stated that wearing non-medical masks will be mandatory for all Islanders in indoor spaces. Thank you.

The Outreach & Service Committee will once again be collecting new and gently used socks, as well as mittens, gloves and hats. Please drop them off in the baskets in the Church or the church office. 

Sunday, December 5: Lectionary Readings – Baruch 5:1-9, 
Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6

Gift Cards for gas, groceries, restaurants and department stores and more are available in our church office during the week. 

Join us for worship! Trinity has been approved to have up to 100 people in the church. Register your planned attendance at https://rsvp.church/r/0a4OKw7G, email luketrinity@eastlink.ca or call 902-892-4114. You can also watch live on Facebook, YouTube or Eastlink Cable 10. Although we are thankful to Eastlink, FaceBook and YouTube, getting some of our church family together on Sunday is special. We have a safe place for all who wish to gather. Sunday School children and parents also need to register.

Covid 19 Protocols: This is just a reminder that Trinity United Church has an Operational Plan to allow in person services and we need to adhere to the Rules under the plan so we can continue to have in person services. No socializing within the Church. People will be seated from the front to the rear and exit from the rear to the front as instructed by the Ushers. You are reminded that you are to stay in your seat until instructed by the ushers to leave. Due to a maximum number of congregants allowed within the Sanctuary, you must register for Church service before 4 pm each Thursday or possibly be turned away at the door if we have reached our maximum number allowed under our Operation Plan. In person services provide a connection to Trinity and following these simple rules will make sure we can continue to have in person services.

Food Bank donations collected for the next month will be given to the UPEI Food Bank. You can drop off donations during the week or on Sunday mornings. Most needed items are Kraft dinner, cereal bars, juice, canned meats and fish and pasta.

Award winning Prince Edward Island folk music group, Fiddlers' Sons, will play Park Royal United Church, Sunday afternoon, Dec. 5 from 2 - 4 pm. The band features storyteller, author and three-time Music PEI Male Vocalist of the year Eddy Quinn, singer songwriter and guitarist John B. Webster, and fiddling veterinarian Dr. Courtney Hogan-Chandler. Together the group plays a mix of Island music at its best with lots of toe tapping tunes, local stories, heartfelt ballads and a few laughs for good measure. For this special Christmas concert, they will feature some music from Courtney's Christmas album "Oh Holy Night", along with some of their favorite seasonal songs.  Eddy Quinn will also feature some stories from his recently released book Island Characters Volume 2. There will be a fudge sale at intermission, and books and cd’s will be available for sale from the performers. Covid 19 Vaxx passes, picture id’s and masks are required. For more information, please call the Church Office at 902-894-9656 to order tickets at $15 each

Spring Park United Church is holding a HOLIDAY MARKET on Sat., Dec. 4 from 9am to noon in the Church Auditorium, Trafalgar Street entrance. There will be baked goods, preserves, fudge, jewelry, scarves, puzzles and games, gift items, crafts, collectibles, Christmas decorations and festive greenery. Come early for the best selection! Vax pass, ID and mask required. BYOBAG.










We, the Trinity-Clifton Christian family, believe that God has blessed us with diversity, including diversity in sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, race, age, ability and faith. We believe that Jesus challenged boundaries by reaching out to all people, welcoming and honouring all in their uniqueness.

We publicly declare our commitment to openness, growth, action, and education, honouring diversity and challenging injustice in solidarity with those who experience discrimination.

We offer our resources and talents with open hands and hearts in love and service to all as we work for reconciliation and justice locally, regionally, and globally.

***

As an Affirming Ministry of the United Church of Canada, Trinity-Clifton is committed to broadening social justice concerns within church and society.

The United Church of Canada has stated:

“In order to promote mutual respect, peace, and friendship, 
the 40th General Council encouraged the recognition of Traditional Territories of First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples at the gatherings of the Courts and Pastoral Charges of the United Church of Canada. 
A proposal has been brought to the General Council Executive to encourage Parliament to include a similar acknowledgment in its Opening Address.”

We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.



























