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           December 12, 2021    10:30 am
 
           Third Sunday of Advent  - Joy

                                                                                                                  
                                 Welcome

We are glad that you are here as a visitor, a seeker, someone looking for a new church home, or as a regular worshipper or member.  
All are welcome in this place. 
* Please stand if you are able

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Acknowledging Traditional Territory: We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome
	God is good
	all the time.
	All the time
	God is good.

Lighting of the Candles

Call to Worship VU #18 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness v. 1

Opening Prayer
		
*Hymn Glory to Your Name
(Children go out to Sunday School) 

Advent 3 = JOY Reader: Ken Gillis
Reader:	Joyful God, we are at the midpoint of our Advent journey as we give you thanks for your gifts. Help us not only to recognise your gifts, but from this day forward become their stewards. We are well aware of the pleasures that give us joy: babies, relaxation, family, parents, the cries of joy as good news come to people in their lives. Help us to understand the joy of giving, such as medical people all over the world giving of their expertise in this time of the Covid to help others: The giving of our young people to stand tall for justice wherever it is being silenced: The giving of all people in their own way: The giving of God when God gave God’s only Son.
Congregation:	Today we light the candle of joy which glows with a triumphant gleam and shatters the darkness that seeks to control.
Reader:	We remember: “We must live through the winter if we would value the spring; and the woods must be cold and silent before the robins sing.” God, help us celebrate this day in hope and peace and joy, and anticipate a cleansing of our souls with more clarity and more brilliance in the direction you lead us.

Call to Confession 
	
Prayer of Confession 

*Assurance Hymn VU #36 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Prayer of Illumination

Scriptures    Philippians 4:4-7
                      Isaiah 12:2-6 VU #880
                      Luke 3:7-18
	       
Special Music 

Sermon 

Pastoral Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer 
*Hymn VU #59 Joy to the World

Benediction and Blessing

Postlude 

Transitional Minister: Rev. Dr. Arthur Davies  
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Office Administrator: Ellen Locke
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org Email: trinityunited@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:30 am – 4 pm

Announcements

Sympathies of the congregation are extended to the family and friends of the late Marion Coffin.

Sympathies of the congregation are extended to Clara MacLeod on the death of her brother Malcolm.

Happy Birthday to David Younker on Dec. 15. 

Thank you to Suzanne Campbell, this morning’s soloist, for her musical contribution to this service.

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 4 & 7 pm on Fri., Dec. 24. Trinity has been approved to have up to 100 people in the church. It is important to register your planned attendance at https://rsvp.church/r/0a4OKw7G, email luketrinity@eastlink.ca or call 902-892-4114. If you do not register, we can not be sure space will be available. 

Readers needed for Christmas Eve services: If you are interested, please contact Rev. Arthur or our church office.

Christmas Shopping Made Easy: We have a nice variety of handmade items that would be great for gifts, stocking stuffers, etc. displayed in our library. We look forward to seeing you on Dec 13, 15, and 17 from 11 am – 1 pm. Vax pass and photo id are required. Please enter at the Richmond St door. 

2022 Church Envelopes are ready to be picked up on the table outside the office. 
Gifts with Vision (a giving catalogue from the people of the United Church of Canada) has arrived and is available in our office. Help change the world! Order online giftswithvision.ca

Wearing Masks: As of Sept. 17 and until further notice, CPHO has stated that wearing non-medical masks will be mandatory for all Islanders in indoor spaces. Thank you.

Sunday, December 19: Lectionary Readings – Micah 5:2-5a, 
Luke 1:46b-55, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45

Gift Cards for gas, groceries, restaurants and department stores and more are available in our church office during the week. 

The Stratford Community Choir will be presenting "Images of Winter", a concert celebrating Winter and Christmas at Park Royal United Church on Dec. 12 at 2:30 pm. Tickets are $15 per person or $20 for a family. After such a long break from singing, the choir is very excited to perform for you again! Please come and enjoy! CPHO protocols will be followed. Masks and VAX Pass required.

December Services:

December 12, 10:30 am – Advent 3 - Joy
December 19, 10:30 am – Memorial Carol Hymn Sing 
December 24, 4 pm – Family Service
December 24, 7 pm – Communion Service
December 26, 10:30 am – First Sunday after Christmas, 
                            Rev. Arthur’s last service












Trinity- Clifton Memorial 
Carol Hymn Sing

Our Memorial Carol Sing will take place at Trinity on 
Sunday, December 19, 2021. (The Fourth Sunday in Advent)

These Carols may be dedicated in remembrance or in celebration of loved ones, or to give thanks for special occasions or events. The names of people remembered will be read on that Sunday, if received by December 15 at noon. Please call Ellen at 902-892-4114 or email @eastlink.ca" trinityunited@eastlink.ca. 

Hymn Selections:
	Go, Tell It on the Mountain

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Once in Royal David’s City
	Still, still, still
	The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
O Come, All Ye Faithful
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Silent Night

Covid 19 Protocols: This is just a reminder that Trinity United Church has an Operational Plan to allow in person services and we need to adhere to the Rules under the plan so we can continue to have in person services. No socializing within the Church. People will be seated from the front to the rear and exit from the rear to the front as instructed by the Ushers. You are reminded that you are to stay in your seat until instructed by the ushers to leave. Due to a maximum number of congregants allowed within the Sanctuary, you must register for Church service before 4 pm each Thursday or possibly be turned away at the door if we have reached our maximum number allowed under our Operation Plan. In person services provide a connection to Trinity and following these simple rules will make sure we can continue to have in person services.























We, the Trinity-Clifton Christian family, believe that God has blessed us with diversity, including diversity in sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, race, age, ability and faith. We believe that Jesus challenged boundaries by reaching out to all people, welcoming and honouring all in their uniqueness.

We publicly declare our commitment to openness, growth, action, and education, honouring diversity and challenging injustice in solidarity with those who experience discrimination.

We offer our resources and talents with open hands and hearts in love and service to all as we work for reconciliation and justice locally, regionally, and globally.

***

As an Affirming Ministry of the United Church of Canada, Trinity-Clifton is committed to broadening social justice concerns within church and society.

The United Church of Canada has stated:

“In order to promote mutual respect, peace, and friendship, 
the 40th General Council encouraged the recognition of Traditional Territories of First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples at the gatherings of the Courts and Pastoral Charges of the United Church of Canada. 
A proposal has been brought to the General Council Executive to encourage Parliament to include a similar acknowledgment in its Opening Address.”

We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.



























