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           December 24, 2021    4 pm
 
                   Christmas Eve

                                                                                                                  
                                 Welcome

We are glad that you are here as a visitor, a seeker, someone looking for a new church home, or as a regular worshipper or member.  
All are welcome in this place. 
* Please stand if you are able

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Acknowledging Traditional Territory: We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome
	God is good
	all the time.
	All the time
	God is good.

Opening Prayer

Carol VU #60 O Come, All Ye Faithful
 
Call to Worship

Jesus of the manger and the inn,
Jesus of the workshop and the temple,
Jesus of the lakeside and the city,
Jesus of the fireside and the roadside,
We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us.

Jesus of Mary and Joseph,
Jesus of shepherds and angels,
Jesus of children and animals,
Jesus of fishermen and priests,
Jesus of women and men disciples,
Jesus of tax collectors and prostitutes,
Jesus of all who will receive you,
We are expecting you tonight.
Come and be born in us.

Look and see, your light is present among us,
We are your body, your hands and feet in the world.
We long to love and make peace where there is no peace.
Come and be born in us.

Christmas Eve - The Christ Child

Reader 1: 	Today we complete our journey with the lighting of the Christ Candle. We unite all of God’s gifts into one and can sense the relief that our lives are now complete, and the light of the Lord shines bright upon us. The transformation of the candles from a sombre purple to pure white has symbolically cleansed us, as we have celebrated the life of Jesus and anticipate the morning.

	Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Reader 1: 	Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; deep in our hearts there is a common goal; deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, justice and peace in harmony. Born in human likeness, found in human form: Jesus, “God is with us,” we proclaim your glory as we light the Christ candle. (light candle)

At the Manger: Mary
 
Carol VU #74 What Child Is This
 
Reader 2	The story of Mary Luke 1:26-35
Thanks be to God.
 
The Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. 
And they shall name him Emmanuel,
Which means, God is with us.    
 
Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the poor and lowly. Grant us grace to receive your Word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
  
Carol VU #38 Angels We Have Heard on High 

At the Manger: Joseph
 
Reader 3	The story of Joseph Matthew 1:18-21
Thanks be to God. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse.
And a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.
The spirit of wisdom and understanding.
The spirit of counsel and might.
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord
 
Let us pray. O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
 
At the Manger: The Star
 
Carol VU #91 The First Nowell
 
Reader 4	The story of the Star Matthew 2:1-2, 7-10
Thanks be to God.

Arise, shine, for your light has come.
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth
And thick darkness the peoples.
But the Lord will arise upon you,
And his glory will appear over you.    
Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

At the Manger: Angels
 
Reader 5   	The story of the Angels: Luke 2:8-14
Thanks be to God.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human and divine child will set us free from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
  
The Birth of Christ

Carol VU #73 The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy
Reader 6	The story of Jesus' Birth Luke 2:1-7                                                     	 	Thanks be to God.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the dignity of human nature. In your mercy let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share one humanity with your world. Amen

Reflection   Hopes and Fears

Pastoral Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer

Special Music
The Light of Christ Fills Our Heart

Reader 7	Lesson of Light John 1:1-14
Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Carol VU #67 Silent Night, Holy Night

Benediction

Transitional Minister: Rev. Dr. Arthur Davies  
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Office Administrator: Ellen Locke
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org Email: trinityunited@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:30 am – 4 pm

Tonight’s bulletins are in loving memory of Elsworth Wheatley on the 50th Anniversary of his passing presented by daughter Miriam Wheatley-McGuire.

Thank you to Ellen & Erin Fraser, this afternoon’s soloists, for their musical contribution to this service. 

Thank you to this afternoon’s readers: Kerri Seward-Carpenter, Kathy Birt, Marion Dowling, and Devon Turcotte.

Thank you to all for remembering us during the Christmas season with cards, gifts, and messages filled with good cheer. Happy New Year from Rev. Arthur, Andy, Don, Elliott, Seamus, Luke and Ellen


























