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           December 5, 2021    10:30 am
 
                 White Gift Sunday
                                                                                                                  
                                 Welcome

We are glad that you are here as a visitor, a seeker, someone looking for a new church home, or as a regular worshipper or member.  
All are welcome in this place. 
* Please stand if you are able

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Acknowledging Traditional Territory: We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
 
Prelude 

Words of Welcome
	God is good
	all the time.
	All the time
	God is good.

Lighting of the Candles

Call to Worship VU #10 Prepare the Way of the Lord

Opening Prayer
		
*Hymn Glory to Your Name

Advent 2 = PEACE Reader: Melanie Walsh-Fraser
Reader:	On this day, we continue our journey as we unite hope with the peace of Christ. We recognise hope and peace as brother and sister. For if there is no hope, peace is not long enduring, and if there is no peace, there is seldom hope.
Congregation:	May the light of this day and the union of these gifts be made known in our lives and in our souls. Thank be to God.
Reader 1:	We light the second candle of Advent - the candle of PEACE. We think of the following peaceful images: children of different cultural backgrounds playing and laughing together; peace to be welcomed by those who have been wounded in their minds. Peace welcomed to those with deep wounds caused by a lack of compassion and understanding. Peace that welcomes the security and warmth of a fire on a cold fall evening; the presence of music soothing and consoling our busy minds and testing hearts. Peace to all 
All:	We remember: “The flowers must be buried in darkness before they can bud and bloom, and the sweetest, warmest sunshine comes after the storm and gloom.” God, make us aware of your gifts of hope and peace and may your wisdom light up our world. Amen.

White Gifts are brought forward

(Children go out to Sunday School) 

Call to Confession 
	
Prayer of Confession 

*Assurance Hymn VU #25 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Prayer of Illumination

Scriptures    Malachi 3:1-4
                      Luke 1:68-79 VU #900
                      Luke 3:1-6
	       
Special Music 

Sermon 

Pastoral Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer 

*Hymn VU #18 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness

Benediction and Blessing

Postlude 

Transitional Minister: Rev. Dr. Arthur Davies  
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Office Administrator: Ellen Locke
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org Email: trinityunited@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:30 am – 4 pm

Announcements

Sympathies of the congregation are extended to Lynne Ross on the death of her husband Lloyd.

Happy Birthday today to Justin Mahood and to Anna Hughes 
on Dec. 10. 

Thank you to Mariko Osa Nicholson, this morning’s soloist, for her musical contribution to this service.

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 4 & 7 pm on Fri., Dec. 24. Trinity has been approved to have up to 100 people in the church. It is important to register your planned attendance at https://rsvp.church/r/0a4OKw7G, email luketrinity@eastlink.ca or call 902-892-4114. If you do not register, we can not be sure space will be available. 

Readers needed for Christmas Eve services: If you are interested, please contact Rev. Arthur or our church office.

Christmas Fair Wrap-up 2021: All are invited to a Christmas Fair meeting on Dec. 7 at 3:30 pm in the Gym. Please use the Sydney Street Door. We want to discuss Christmas Fair 2021, plan for Christmas Fair 2022 and ask you for new ideas, suggestions, projects and products. Linda And Miriam 

The next Council meeting will be held Tues., Dec. 7 at 6:30 pm. Due to Covid restrictions, there will be no observers. Council minutes are placed on the Bulletin Board outside the office and posted on our website.

Prince Street School Turkey Dinner: The Outreach & Service Committee is looking for volunteers to help prepare and serve the dinner to the students and staff. Vegetable prep will be Tues., Dec. 14 and the meal will be cooked and served on Wed., Dec 15. If you are able to help please contact Sylvia (902-940-7675), Heather (902-940-0034) or our church office. CPHO protocols will be followed. Masks and VAX Pass required.

Christmas Shopping Made Easy: We have a nice variety of handmade items that would be great for gifts, stocking stuffers, etc. displayed in our library. We look forward to seeing you on Dec 13, 15, and 17 from 11 am – 1 pm. Vax pass and photo id are required. Please enter at the Richmond St door. 

Wearing Masks: As of Sept. 17 and until further notice, CPHO has stated that wearing non-medical masks will be mandatory for all Islanders in indoor spaces. Thank you.

The Outreach & Service Committee will once again be collecting new and gently used socks, as well as mittens, gloves and hats. Please drop them off in the baskets in the Church or the church office. 

Sunday, December 12: Lectionary Readings – Zephaniah 3:14-20, 
Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18

Gift Cards for gas, groceries, restaurants and department stores and more are available in our church office during the week. 

The Stratford Community Choir will be presenting "Images of Winter", a concert celebrating Winter and Christmas at Park Royal United Church on Dec. 12 at 2:30 pm. Tickets are $15 per person or $20 for a family. After such a long break from singing, the choir is very excited to perform for you again! Please come and enjoy! CPHO protocols will be followed. Masks and VAX Pass required.






December Services:

December 5, 10:30 am – White Gift Service
December 12, 10:30 am – Advent 3 - Joy
December 19, 10:30 am – Carols and Readings
December 24, 4 pm – Children’s Service
December 24, 7 pm – Communion Service
December 26, 10:30 am – First Sunday after Christmas, 
                            Rev. Arthur’s last service

Covid 19 Protocols: This is just a reminder that Trinity United Church has an Operational Plan to allow in person services and we need to adhere to the Rules under the plan so we can continue to have in person services. No socializing within the Church. People will be seated from the front to the rear and exit from the rear to the front as instructed by the Ushers. You are reminded that you are to stay in your seat until instructed by the ushers to leave. Due to a maximum number of congregants allowed within the Sanctuary, you must register for Church service before 4 pm each Thursday or possibly be turned away at the door if we have reached our maximum number allowed under our Operation Plan. In person services provide a connection to Trinity and following these simple rules will make sure we can continue to have in person services.














We, the Trinity-Clifton Christian family, believe that God has blessed us with diversity, including diversity in sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, race, age, ability and faith. We believe that Jesus challenged boundaries by reaching out to all people, welcoming and honouring all in their uniqueness.

We publicly declare our commitment to openness, growth, action, and education, honouring diversity and challenging injustice in solidarity with those who experience discrimination.

We offer our resources and talents with open hands and hearts in love and service to all as we work for reconciliation and justice locally, regionally, and globally.

***

As an Affirming Ministry of the United Church of Canada, Trinity-Clifton is committed to broadening social justice concerns within church and society.

The United Church of Canada has stated:

“In order to promote mutual respect, peace, and friendship, 
the 40th General Council encouraged the recognition of Traditional Territories of First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples at the gatherings of the Courts and Pastoral Charges of the United Church of Canada. 
A proposal has been brought to the General Council Executive to encourage Parliament to include a similar acknowledgment in its Opening Address.”

We follow the lead of the United Church of Canada in acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.



























