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                                 Welcome

We are glad that you are here as a visitor, a seeker, someone looking for a new church home, or as a regular worshipper or member.  
All are welcome in this place. 
* Please stand if you are able

[bookmark: _Hlk25580781]Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

(Please note that the service will proceed unannounced)


Prelude: Come now, Saviour of the Nations    J. S. Bach 

Words of Welcome

Land Acknowledgement:
We acknowledge that the land on which we are gathered is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation. May we seek reconciliation and may all live in peace and harmony on this land.

The Rainbow Candle:
In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
that all people are worthy of dignity,safety and a place at the table.

The Life and Work of the Church

Introit For Advent: Healy Willan

Call to Worship:
O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the forest shall clap their hands. (Is. 55:12)
For, behold, our Saviour comes.
Alleluia!

*Processional Hymn 62 “Once in Royal David’s City”

Opening Prayer:
At the dawn of your creation, O God,
the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy. (Job38:7)
Heaven’s arches rang with the echo of angel voices
when you came to be born among us.
Now may we in song pour out our joy
and be filled with your Spirit.
We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen.

THIRD CANDLE: JOY
Heather Cameron, Lochain, Sophia Grace, Cayleigh

We are three-quarters of the way through Advent. In our culture this is a time of consumer frenzy and, often, frazzled nerves. At this point many people are beginning to wish this season was already over. Not here. This is a different kind of place and we
keep time to a different kind of music. Joy is the theme of this day.
Congregation: What does joy look like?

Joy has many faces. You can see it down at the community soup kitchen where people who don’t have the price of a decent meal are singing Christmas carols while they wait
for their lunch.
Joy shines in the eyes of young children for whom the world is an adventure and a mystery and a promise.
Sometimes joy shows up at the nursing home when old, familiar hymns stir precious memories or the beat of an old dance tune sets tired toes tapping.
Joy can be there when a family gathers to say “good bye” to one who has been much loved. It abides even when the heart is breaking for it is deeper than the troubles of the
moment and it is stronger than grief.
Scripture speaks of the Creation time “when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy.”

Congregation: What does joy feel like?

Joy does not feel like happiness, not exactly. We are happy when things are going our way and life is sweet. When things are not going our way and the taste of life is sour,
we are unhappy. Joy is tougher than that.
Joy can feel like a reason to get up in the morning, a purpose to guide us through our days.
Joy feels like the sense that all is well, and that all will be well, and that all will be very well.
Joy feels like the wonderful surprise that keeps us from sleepwalking through our lives and waits for us at the end of our days.

Congregation: What does joy live like?

Joy is often very quiet. It doesn’t demand attention. It doesn’t force itself on anyone.
Joy loves company but can thrive in solitude as well.
Joy changes things. It makes ordinary things special and ordinary people remarkable.
Joy will sing with angels and with the out-of-tune person sitting beside you.
Today we light the candle named Joy. May its light help us find our way.

*HYMN MV 220 “Joy Shines As the Solitary Star”

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-4a 6-9 Reader: Willis Smith
Choir: The Truth from Above-English Traditional, Arr. R. Vaughan Williams
*Hymn 1 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel “(v. 1-3)

Second Lesson: St. Luke 1:26-38 Reader: Emily Bryant
Poem: God’s Annunciation by Pamela Cranston Reader: Joan Smith
Choir: A Maiden Most Gentle-French Traditional, Arr. Andrew Carter

Third Lesson: St. Luke 1:46-55 Reader: Beth Johnston
Choir: All My Heart This Night Rejoices-Johann Georg Ebeling
*Hymn 48 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

Fourth Lesson: St. Matthew 1:18-25 Reader: Luke Doiron
Choir: Myn Lyking- R.R. Terry

Fifth Lesson: St. Luke 2:1-7 Reader: Judy Irwin
Choir: Past Three a Clock-English Traditional, Arr. Charles Wood
Poem: The Stable by Sr. M. Chrysostom O.S. B Reader: Corina Anderson
*Hymn 69 “ Away in a Manger “

Sixth Lesson: St. Luke 2:8-20 Reader: Heather Diamond
Choir: Star Carol-John Rutter
*Hymn 75 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks “(v. 1,2,3,6)

Seventh Lesson: St. Matthew 2:1-2 Reader: Mark Burgoyne
Poem: B.C.-A.D. by U. A. Fanthorpe Reader: Corina Anderson
*Hymn 91 “The First Nowell” (v.1-3)

Eighth Lesson: St. Matthew 2:3-11 Reader: Mark Burgoyne
Choir: Sans Day Carol—Cornish Traditional, Arr. John Rutter

*Hymn 60 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Offering
Offertory: : Noël Provencal-Balabastre

*Presentation of Offering: (Tune 232-Joyful, Joyful)

Joyful, Joyful as the wise men      We are here, our times, our talents
Brought their gifts on bended knee	We would dedicate as well;
To the lowly Child in manger, 	     May we show Christ’s love within us,	  
May we bring our gifts to Thee	     By our lives our faith forth tell.
 
*Prayer of Dedication:
	Builder of the House of David,
	May we too be builders of a good house,
	Where love and justice meet.
	Let these our gifts be the building blocks.
	Amen.

Prayers 

Ninth Lesson: St. John 1: 1-5, 14     Reader: The Rev. John Moses

*Hymn 59  “Joy to the World”

*Commissioning and Benediction

*Dismissal:  Dismissal:  Hymn 19 (More Voices) “Maranatha”
	Maranatha, maranatha, come, Lord Jesus, come.
	Maranatha, maranatha, come, Lord Jesus, come. (3X)

Organ Postlude :  Noël Suisse-D’;Aquin

Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses   
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Rev. Doreen Bird-Daley
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:15 a.m.- 4:15 p.m.

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Bulletins today are in loving memory of Rev. Ranald Cameron and Neven Cameron from Jean & Heather & family.

2024 Boxes of Offering Envelopes are available in the Christian Education Building.. Please pick yours up and those of your neighbors to save mailing costs.

The Church Office will be closed Dec. 25th and 26th, and Jan. 1, 2023. The Office will be open Dec. 27th, 28th, and 29th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Open House at the Manse (222 Richmond St.)
Today this afternoon  2:00-4:00 pm.
Please drop in for some hot cider or eggnog and some goodies.  - Jane and John Moses

Advent Wednesday Noon Hour Services followed by lunch. Service from 12:10 to 12:30 pm
Dec. 20, hosted by Saint Paul’s Anglican, speaker, Rev. John Moses
2024. h.

Linda Dunning will be in the Old Office after church TODAY – selling Jams, Jellies and Pickles 

Christmas Eve Services at Trinity: 10:30 am and 7:00 pm.

A Christmas Letter from Rev. John and a Christmas envelope are available this morning at the back of the church.  One for each single person or one per family.

Happy Birthdays this week to Andy Gagnon (Dec. 20th) and to Gary Cudmore and Roma MacQuarrie (Dec. 23rd).

Trinity will once again be serving a traditional turkey dinner to the students and staff of Prince Street School on Tuesday, December 19th with a storm date of Thursday, December 21st. Volunteers will be needed on Monday, December 18th at 10:00 to prep the vegetables and on Tuesday the 19th to serve the students at the school. Volunteers will also be needed for clean up and pot washing on the 19th. If you are able to help please contact the Church Office.

Greeters for Month of December:.Marven MacDonald, Alan Edwards, Barbara Stewart, Bruce Fitchett, Clara MacLeod.

Join Melanie for chair yoga on Mondays from 1:30pm - 2:30pm in the Trinity United Church Chapel. Cost is $5 .  Classes resume in the New Year on January 15.

Sock It to Em is back! The O & S Committee will be collecting new and gently used socks, hats, mittens and gloves. These will be delivered to Outreach Centre in the city as well as Prince Street School. Drop off at Church Office.

The Community Outreach Centre is always in need of winter jackets. If you are cleaning out your closets and find some jackets drop them off at the Church and someone from the Outreach & Service Committee will deliver them to the Centre.

We are seeking volunteers to help with Coffee & Conversation on Sundays in January. Council committees are currently doing it on a rotational basis. Typically, two to three volunteers will make coffee, tea, and provide juice, milk for coffee and tea, and sweets. Help isrequired for the following Sundays: Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 – please contact the Church office if you are able to assist: 902-892-4114 or trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com. Thank you!


2024 United Church Calendars – we have a few 2024 United Church Calendars in the Church Office. Cost is $12.00.
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