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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered in the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	May the light of Christ symbolized by this candle
	Shine upon us and in us.
	May the light we share brighten the world.


THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
that all people are worthy of dignity,
safety and a place at the table.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness
—-on them has light shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests on his shoulders

and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9: 2, 6)
Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar and all that fills it;
let the field exult and everything in it.
Let all the trees of the forest sing for joy
at the presence of God, for God is coming,
coming to judge the earth.
to rule the world with justice
and its peoples with truth. (Psalm 96:11-13)

*OPENING HYMN VU 59 “Joy to the World”

OPENING PRAYER:
God of wonder and mystery,
you surprise us in every age.
Into the gloom of fear and want,
you bring light;
into emptiness, you bring abundance;
into the cold, you bring warmth.
Into the hardness of the world,
you bring your vulnerable self
in the powerless form of an infant.
Enter now, Holy One, among us and within us,
and move us to joyful adoration
of all that you are to us and for us.
We pray in the name of Jesus,
Child of Bethlehem, Christ the Lord. Amen.

CAROLS: VU 50 “He Is Born”
VU 56 “Jesus , Our Brother”
VU 58  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Here we are, God, on the last day
of the year 2023.
We had hoped that this year would
be better than the one before it
but, the truth is, we are feeling
battered and discouraged.
Even if we have not personally
experienced the calamities
befalling the world, the weight of bad news
presses down on us and makes it hard
for us to look to the new year
with anything but a sense of dread.
We need you to be with us
in our anxiety and foreboding.
We need your forgiveness
for failing to trust that
you will not fail us or forsake us.
Heal our brokenness and give us
grace and courage for the journey
that lies before us.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SILENCE

KYRIE ELEISON: (Spoken)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us us..

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
Thanks be to God.

SOLO: “In Bethlehem”

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
			Reader: Russell Bridges
May we hear the word of God.
Thanks be to God.

*PSALM 148 VU.p.871

GOSPEL: St. Luke 2:22-40
			Reader: Rebekah Moses
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON: The Old Folks at Christmas

*HYMN (More Voices) 83   “Let My Spirit Always Sing”

OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN VU 55 “In the Bleak Midwinter” v.4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wiseman, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him—give my heart.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
God of mystery, we give you our wonder.
God of promise, we give you our trust.
God of mercy, we give you our sins.
God, of life, we give you our lives.
Bless what we give, and make us a blessing
to all whom we meet along the way. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER

HYMN VU 529     “Great God, We Sing that Mighty Hand”

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION

*DISMISSAL HYMN MV 221
“I Am Walking a Path of Peace”
I am walking a path of peace,
I am walking a path of peace,
I am walking a path of peace,
lead me home, led me home. (3x)

POSTLUDE
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Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

The Bulletins this Sunday are in loving memory of Marion Isabel Bowman from Austin and the family.

Noon Hour Bible Study will begin again on Tuesday, January 9th.

2024 Boxes of Offering Envelopes are available in the Christian Education Building. Please pick yours up and those of your neighbors to save mailing costs.

Greeters for Month of December:. Marven MacDonald, Alan Edwards, Barbara Stewart, Bruce Fitchett, Clara MacLeod.

Happy Birthday this week to  Jordan Lucas (Today) and Jean Peterson (Jan. 4th).

Join Melanie for chair yoga on Mondays from 1:30pm - 2:30pm in the Trinity United Church Chapel. Cost is $5 .Classes resume in the New Year on January 15
10

