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are in bold type.
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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	This candle represents the undefeated
light of Christ. May its light shine for us
and through us to brighten the world.
May we always walk in this holy light.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
that all people are worthy of dignity,
safety and a place at the table.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

*GATHERING SONG: MV 4 “All Who Are Thirsty”
All who are thirsty, all who are weak,
come to the fountain.
Dip your heart in the stream of life.
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away
in the waves of his mercy
as deep cries out to deep.
We sing come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Holy Spirit, come.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Now is the time of returning,
returning to God, our first love.
Now is the time of turning away,
turning away from the sin that wastes us.
Now is the time of lifting,
lifting guilt’s heavy burden.
Now is the time of renewing,
renewing heart, mind and soul.
Now is the time:
Lent’s hard, transforming pilgrimage begins.

*OPENING HYMN VU 653   “Come, Let Us to the God of Love”

OPENING PRAYER:
God, as we go through
the wilderness of Lent and of our lives,
give us wisdom to turn from temptation
and seek your grace.
As we make our way through
valleys of deep shadow
and along the steep, winding paths,
guide us with your hand.
Walk with us, sustain us, nurture us.
Keep us in your paths of love and mercy.
Help us be mindful of all who travel with us
We pray in the name of Jesus
who has travelled this road before us. Amen.

STORY FOR ALL AGES

THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHOIR MUSIC: “To the Desert Jesus Came”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Merciful God,
our need to seek your forgiveness
seems unending.
We are always coming to you
with our burden of sins,
both great and small.
Their weight is too heavy
for us to carry by ourselves;
their hold on us is too strong
to be broken by our poor strength.
Therefore, we place our trust
in your steadfast love—
always patient, always kind,
always ready to welcome
the one who returns to you
with a humble and contrite heart.
Merciful God,
forgive us and receive us now
for the sake of Jesus
who took our burdens upon himself
and gave his life that we might live. Amen.

SILENCE

(Tune#716 VU, “How Can I Keep From Singing”)
Create in me a clean heart, God,
put a new spirit in me.
Do not cast me far off from you
or take your spirit from me.
Restore to me salvation’s joy,
put fresh wind in my sails.
Forgive me now for all my sins,
and I will live to praise you.
(Based on Psalm 51, adapted by John Moses.)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Know that God loves us
with a love beyond all deserving,
beyond all understanding.
Know that, given half a chance,
God will forgive our sins and rejoice with the
angels that we have come home at last.
Thanks be to God.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT:  Genesis 9: 8-17  Reader: Alan Edwards  
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

*PSALM 25: 1-10 VU p. 752  - Refrain 2

EPISTLE: 1 Peter 3: 18-22 Reader: Alan Edwards
The Word of God For the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: St. Mark 1: 9-15
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON: Rainbows And Deserts

*HYMN VU 288 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN VU 540
“Grant Us, God, the Grace”
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living,
we may offer faithfully.

PASTORAL PRAYER

*HYMN 108 “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”
(verses 1-5)

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION

*DISMISSAL HYMN MV 90 “Don’t Be Afraid”
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
and I have promised to be always near.

N’ayez peur, mon amour est plus fort,
il est plus fort que votre peur.
N’ayez peur, mon amour est plus fort;
je vous ai promis,
promis d’être toujours là.

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
and I have promised to be always near.

POSTLUDE
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Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Noon Hour Bible Study will be held this Tuesday, February 20th.

Are you interested in a devotional guide for Lent?
We have ten copies of Act Fast: Spiritual Practices for a Climate in Crisis.  This is a devotion for each day of Lent.  With brief reflections, a prayer and an activity.  Each devotion is no more than two pages in length. These are meant to be private devotions, not a group project.
If you would like to have a copy, please contact Rev. John Moses
at jwmoses51@gmail.com  or 902-691-3288.

The Church Office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, Feb. 19th for PEI Family Day and Rev. Doreen Daley will not be in the office on Tuesday, Feb. 20th – because of a medical procedure.

2023 Tax Receipts are now printed and available for pick-up at the back of the church.  Please feel free to take your own and any you can deliver to save on postage costs.

Trinity will be hosting the World Day of Prayer 2024 service on Friday, March 1st at 1:30 p.m.  Look forward to seeing you there! Refreshments will be provided following. 

UCW will be holding there next meeting on Monday, March 4th at 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Mary Hughes will be our guest speaker on Therapeutic Touch. Come join us for food, fun, and fellowship!

Donations are now being collected for Easter Flowers in memory of your loved ones. Please advise the office if you wish to make a donation…

HANDBELL RINGERS NEEDED:  Trinity Handbell choir requires three players.  We are looking for people who have some music reading ability.  Your bell position will require you to learn four notes and understand rhythm.  We practice on Friday at 4:30pm and began on February 16th in the Chapel.  If you are interested, please message or phone Kay at 902-626-8731 or email klinkletter@gmail.com.  We hope to hear from you and begin our journey of making music together.

Oh Dear I missed some birthdays from last week: Alice Pigott (Feb. 15th) Judy Irwin (Feb. 16th, and this week Melanie Walsh-Fraser (today), Gail Swan (today), Suzanne Campbell (Feb. 19th) and Eileen Howatt (Feb. 20th).

Chair Yoga with Melanie Fraser meets next on Feb.  26th at 1:30 p.m.  Cost is $5.00.


The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a pancake breakfast on 
Saturday, March 16th at 8:30 a.m. The meal will include Pancakes, sausages, juice, coffee & tea and fruit for dessert.
Cost is $15. per person or $20 for a family.  Tickets will be available in the Church Office on Wednesday, February 21, 2024.  

 The Property Committee is requesting help for a clean up day in the church and CEC. This event starts at 9 a.m. on March 9th. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside the office. Also, there are a few surplus church pews for sale. The congregation gets first chance on these pews. They could be reduced to make a nice entrance bench.

The Food Bank collection until the end of March will be going to the UPEI and Holland College Food Banks.  Gift cards are also appreciated at the University and College and can be purchased at the Church office. Need is always great nearing the end of term as student funds are often running low. Thank you for your support.

Greeters for Month of February, 2024: Gerry Burgoyne, Bruce Fitchett, and Joan and Maurice “Moe” Wood.

Lenten Worship and Lunch Schedule:
Wednesdays at 12:10 Worship followed by Lunch 
 February 21 – Salvation Army – I Am the True Vine (John 15:1-6)
February 28 – St. Paul’s – “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51)
March 6 – Central Christian – “I AM the Good Shepherd.” (John 10:11,14)
March 13 First Baptist – “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5). 
March 20 – Zion – "I am the Resurrection and the Life- John 11:25

Cookies Making Activity Session for Coffee and Conversation Time and Lochlan’s Activity Corner
In February we will be holding a cookie making day with our youth and interested adults. We are creating a stock of cookies, muffins, sweets to freeze for our Sunday Coffee and Conversation time. At this time, we are looking for donations of the following: Flour, white sugar, brown sugar, butter, shortening, vanilla, cinnamon, ginger, chocolate chips, molasses, or anything you think we might be able to use. Stay tuned, in the following weeks, as we will have a sign-up sheet for this intergenerational activity. Also, we are building an activity box of resources for Coffee and Conversation. We are looking for any games or art materials that people may like to donate to our Coffee and Conversation activity corner which we call Lochlan’s Corner. Such games as Snakes and Ladders, checkers, Chinese Checkers, Kerplunk, Hungry Hippo, Pick Up Sticks, Jenga (giant or regular size), card games (example: Go Fish) ... and art materials such as markers, Construction paper, scissors, tape, glue sticks, pipe cleaners, tissue paper, play doh, etc. would be wonderful for this activity corner. Many thanks for your help. Looking forward to wonderful times together!

Join us on March 16th at 5:00 p.m. for a Roast of Rev. Bill MacLeod,
celebrating his 50 years of Ordination.  There will be a Roast Beef Dinner and tickets are $22.  Come by the Spring Park United Church office for tickets.
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