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 Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.
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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.
THE CHRIST CANDLE
	This candle represents the undefeated
light of Christ. May its light shine for us
and through us to brighten the world.
May we always walk in this holy light.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
that all people are worthy of dignity,
safety and a place at the table.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH



CALL TO WORSHIP: St. Mark 11: 1-11
Let us not be silent this day.
Let us raise our voices and lift up our hearts.
Let us welcome the one who comes to us.
Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN VU 122 “All Glory, Laud and
Honour”
OPENING PRAYER:
This is a strange day, God.
Even as we are called to remember
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
and to join the welcoming crowd
in shouts of praise,
violence and death are waiting.
Soon, the palm branches will be replaced
by a crown of thorns, by nails, and a cross.
Soon, the cries of “Hosanna!” will give way
to cries of “Crucify Him!”
We do not want to go beyond this day;
we would rather stay in our feel-good place
but Jesus goes before us,
walking the hard path he has chosen.
God, give us grace, give us courage
to enter the reality of this Holy Week
and to trust you, whom Jesus trusted,
to bring us to the other side. Amen.

STORY FOR ALL AGES
THE LORD’S PRAYER
CHOIR MUSIC:    Psalm 150  John Harper

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
	God, we confess that
we would rather not get involved.
We would rather not get involved
in all the stuff that Jesus stands for:
the loving of the unlovable,
the welcoming of the outcasts,
the speaking truth to power,
the quest for a just community
and a healed world.
What we would like to do is
watch the Jesus parade from the sidelines,
let him do what he must do,
and then hope that he will be waiting
with open arms to welcome us into heaven.
Surely, we need a better plan.

SILENCE
(Tune#716 VU, “How Can I Keep From Singing”)
Create in me a clean heart, God,
put a new spirit in me.
Do not cast me far off from you
or take your spirit from me.
Restore to me salvation’s joy,
put fresh wind in my sails.
Forgive me now for all my sins,
and I will live to praise you.	
(Based on Psalm 51, adapted by John Moses.)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
	Each day and in every experience of our lives
we face a choice: will we follow Jesus
or will we walk away from him?
We know how many times
we have walked away.
This good news is that in each
and in every experience of our lives
there is a new opportunity.
Thanks be to God.
WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

*PSALM 31:9-16  (Part Two and Three) VU p. 758

EPISTLE:  Philippians 2:5-11 
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON: Where is This Parade Going?
 *HYMN VU 127 “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty !
OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN VU 540
“Grant Us, God, the Grace”
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living,
we may offer faithfully.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
	Because you have blessed us,
because you have loved us,
because you have sustained us,
we offer these gifts, O God,
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE VERDICT: St. Mark 15: 1-15
*HYMN: “Is This the End of Every Hope”
(Tune 681 Fulda)
(Words by John Moses)
1 Is this the end of ev’ry hope
as all alone he goes to die,
bearing the cross we laid on him,
the burden of our broken world.

2 Where are they who shared his dream,
who saw the reign of God draw near
as lame ones leapt and demons fled
when still they were in Gal-i-lee.

3 What of the righteous and the just,
wise keepers of the holy law,
who might have stood in his defence
and thus undone the deadly plot.

4 Why do we stand as he goes by,
like watchers on a distant shore,
who have no part in what we see,
although it is our cross he bears.

5 This is the end of ev’ry hope
if our God be not faithful now
for who but God can lift from us
the burden of our broken world.

6 From God you came, to God you go,
O Word made flesh, O Jesus Christ,
In trust you walk, the Calv’ry road,
O God, our God, be faithful now.

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION
*DISMISSAL HYMN MV 90 “Don’t Be Afraid”
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
and I have promised, promised
to be always near.

N’ayez pas peur, mon amour est plus fort,
il est plus fort que votre peur.
N’ayez pas peur, mon amour est plus fort;
je vous ai promis,
promis d’être toujours là.

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
and I have promised, promised
to be always near.
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Announcements
Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Noon Hour Bible Study will be held this Tuesday, March 26th.

Take-Out Only Roast Beef Dinner will be held Saturday, May 11th – Cost is $20 per person. Tickets are on sale today at the Richmond Street entrance.

Donations are now being collected for Easter Flowers in memory of your loved ones. Please advise the office if you wish to make a donation…

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, April 14th following the worship service. Lunch will be served.
There will be a further Congregational Meeting on Sunday, April 28th following the service. Lunch will be served. The purpose of this meeting –to discuss further directions for the Trinity/Clifton United Church congregation.

The Sympathy of this Congregation is extended to Audrey Farquharson on the death of her brother-in-law, Charlie Carr.

Looking ahead to Holy week:
March 28: Maundy Thursday service.  We will be joined by Spring Park United and, possibly, one other congregation.  We will begin by sharing a meal in the gym at 5:30 pm, following by a service in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm.  “The Living Last Supper.”
March 29: Good Friday service at 10:30 am
March 31: Easter service with communion at 10:30 am.

The Property Committee will sponsor a basic non-certificate First Aid Course in May or June. This 2-3 hr. course covers life threatening events like choking, breathing and heart distress. It is designed for seniors, for home awareness or as a review of First Aid principles. Cost will be covered. Anyone who would like to attend is asked to leave your name with Doreen Daley at the Church Office. 10 or more participants are required for booking an instructor. 
Those celebrating birthdays this week are Marven MacDonald (Mar. 27th), and Lori Amm MacDonald (Mar. 27th),. 
HANDBELL RINGERS NEEDED:  Trinity Handbell choir requires three players.  We are looking for people who have some music reading ability.  Your bell position will require you to learn four notes and understand rhythm.  We practice on Friday at 4:30pm and began on February 16th in the Chapel.  If you are interested, please message or phone Kay at 902-626-8731 or email klinkletter@gmail.com.  We hope to hear from you and begin our journey of making music together.

Chair Yoga with Melanie Fraser meets next tomorrow, March 27th at 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  Cost is $5.00.

Greeters for Month of March, 2024: Marven MacDonald, Elizabeth Pippy, Joyce Phillips, Bruce Fitchett, Miriam Lank.
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