


 

                                Trinity – Clifton Community of Faith
                                    United Church of Canada
                           
   		     June 16, 2024         10:30 am


                
		Pentecost 4
               Communion Sunday
[bookmark: _Hlk19603625]		                                                                                                                         
 Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

* Indicates to stand, if you are able
[bookmark: _Hlk25580781]
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	This candle represents the undefeated
light of Christ. May its light shine for us
and through us to brighten the world.
May we always walk in this holy light.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
that all people are worthy of dignity,
safety and a place at the table.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

*GATHERING SONG VU 400 “Lord, Listen to Your
Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace!
(2X)

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 
O God, you are my God, I seek you,
my soul thirsts for you…..
as in a dry and thirsty land
where there is no water.
Because your steadfast love
is better than life,
my lips will praise you.
So I will bless you as long as I live;
I will lift up my hands
and call on your name.
(From Psalm 63)

*OPENING HYMN: Psalm 42 VU p. 766
	“As the Deer Pants for the Water”
		
OPENING PRAYER:
God, whether or not rain has fallen,
we are in a very dry place right now.
The life-giving streams that sustain our spirits
have slowed to a mere trickle.
We fear that they may cease to flow altogether.
Meanwhile, the dry, hot wind rages,
carrying news of old hatreds revived,
old follies eagerly embraced,
and new descents into the depths
of human iniquity.
God, in this desert we do long for you.
We long to drink deeply
of your goodness and grace;
we long to be cleansed and renewed
in the mighty river of your love.
God, hear our prayer which we offer
in the name of Jesus who said,
“Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Amen.

SOLO: “The Lord’s Prayer” by Olivia Barnes

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD
 
OLD TESTMENT: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  Reader: Rev. Doreen Daley
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 20 VU p. 742

EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 4: 13-5:1   Reader: Rev. Doreen Daley
	The word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: St. Mark 4:26-34
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
	
Sermon: “Kingdom Gardening!”

*HYMN VU 520 (VU) “We Plough the Fields”

OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN: (Tune: Nettleton VU 559)
To the Fount of ev-ry blessing
gifts of gratitude we bring;
streams of mercy, never ceasing
call for all our thanks and praise.
Make us ever joyful givers,
open-hearted, full of grace.
Let us show the world around us,
show them God’s amazing love.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
May the offerings brought this day
be used as seeds, planted faithfully
and nurtured lovingly so that your way
may be realized anew in this world, O God.
Grant us the humility and hope we need
to plant and tend your garden. Amen

INVITATION TO THE TABLE:
With gratitude in our hearts
for the love that has been poured out for us,
and in remembrance of all the meals
that Jesus shared with saints and sinners,
let us come to the table.
We come with deep longing;
we come seeking true communion
with Christ our Saviour.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
God, as the psalmist says,
“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?” (130:3)
We know the sins great and small
that infest our own lives
and we long to be free of them.
Seeking your forgiveness and amending
our ways seems pretty straightforward,
even if experience tells us
that it is harder than it sounds.
When it comes to the wrongs and injustices
to which humankind is so prone,
we are often at a loss.
Personally, we did not have a hand
in these things, and yet,
we are somehow tainted by them.
We cannot protest our innocence.
We only trust your steadfast love
and your great power to redeem. (Psalm 130:7)
In the name of Jesus our Saviour
we pray. Amen.

KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
The Letter to the Ephesians gives glory to God
who is “able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine.” (3:20)
That should be just enough.
Thanks be to God.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*HYMN VU 459  “Here, O My Lord,
		     I See You Face to Face” v. 1-3

COMMUNION PRAYER:
God be with you all.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Give thanks to our God!
All our thanks, all our praise!
Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three!
Before all that is, you were God.
Outside all we know, you are God.
Archangels sound the trumpets,
Angels teach us their song,
Saints lead us into your presence.
And this is our song:
Holy, holy, holy God.
our life, our mercy, our might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Save us, we pray, you beyond all.
Blest is the one who comes in your name.
Save us, we pray, you beyond all.
Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three!
You beyond the galaxies,
You under the oceans,
You inside the leaves,
You pouring down rain,
You opening the flowers,
You feeding the insects,
You giving us you image,
You carrying us through the waters,
You holding us in the night,
Your smile on Sarah and Abraham,
Your hand with Moses and Miriam,
Your words through Deborah and Isaiah,
You lived as Jesus among us,
Healing, teaching, dying rising,
Inviting us all to your feast.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
Jesus, took bread and gave thanks,
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
After supper he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Holy God, we remember Jesus,
His life with the humble,
His death among the wretched,
His rising from the grave:
Your wisdom our guide,
Your justice our strength,
Your grace our path to new birth.
And so we cry, Mercy:
Mercy!
And so we cry Glory:
Glory!
And so we cry, Blessing:
Blessing!
Holy God, we pray for your Spirit.
Enliven this bread,
Awaken this body,
Pour us out for each other,
Transfigure our minds,
Ignite your church,
Nourish the life of the earth,
Make us, while many, united,
Make us, though broken, whole,
Make us, despite death, alive.
Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three!
Praise now,
Praise tomorrow,
Praise forever.
And so we cry, Amen.
Amen!

THE LORD’s PRAYER

THE HOLY COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
For the bread we have eaten,
for the wine we have tasted,
for the life we have received,
we thank you, God.
Grant that what we have done
and have been given here,
may so put its mark on us,
that it may remain always in our hearts.
Grant that we may grow
in Christian love and understanding,
and that ours may be lives of faithful service,
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*HYMN VU 459 “Here, O My Lord,
                           I See You Face to Face” v.4-5

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION

*DISMISSAL VU 298 “When You Walk from Here”
When you walk from here,
when you walk from here,
walk with justice, walk with mercy,
and with God’s humble care.

POSTLUDE

Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses   
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Rev. Doreen Bird-Daley
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri., 8:15 a.m.- 4:15 p.m.

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Mark Next Sunday June 23rd on your calendar for Trinity/Clifton’s Block Party. There will be hotdogs, drinks, dessert, games and music. It will be the official opening of our Community Gardens. If it rains we will hold our celebrations in the gym. All are welcome.

We welcome Olivia Barnes today as our Soloist.

Flowers in the sanctuary today are in loving memory of the late Ian MacLeod from his family. 

The Outreach & Service Committee  is meeting Wednesday, June 19th at 5:15. If you have an interest in the work of the Church in the community you are welcome to join us. Bring your
Ideas and find out what we are doing.

 The Royal Canadian College of Organists (RCCO PEI Center) will perform a “Progressive Organ Concert” on Sunday 23 June at three downtown Charlottetown churches. The concert will begin at 1:30 at St Paul’s Anglican Church (101 Prince St). After about 35 minutes of organ music, the performers and the audience will move to Trinity United Church (corner of Prince St and Richmond) where the second part of the concert will begin at 2:30. After another 35 minutes of organ music, the performers and audience will move to St Dunstan’s Basilica for the final portion of the concert. This will begin at 3:30.
Admission is by free-will offering. All proceeds will go toward the Dr Alan Reesor Memorial Scholarship and used to encourage young area musicians to study the pipe organ.
The ”Progressive Organ Concert” is a wonderful opportunity to sample the music of the “King of Instruments” performed by local organists and to enjoy the beauty of three of PEI’s historic churches. You are invited to attend all portions of the concert, or you can choose to attend only part. Regardless of your choice, you can anticipate a delightful afternoon of music.
The annual Pride parade is coming up on July 20th. Trinity-Clifton is again partnering with St. Paul’s to put an entry into the parade, this year with a wedding theme. We are aiming to have a float this year, so more people can participate and not have to worry about walking the parade route. We are in need of a trailer for the float. We have a tractor and a driver, but we need something to go behind it. We also want as many folks to be involved as possible from Trinity-Clifton, both on the day of the parade and leading up to it with getting things organized and getting the float decorated, and to be the wedding party and guests. If you can help, please reach out to Devon at 902-940-3030.

Attention 2024 Grads
We would like to recognize our graduates of high school, college and university. If you know of any grads, please let us know by calling Alma Mutch ( chair of CDC) at 902 569 3937.

Scripture Readings for Sunday, June 23, 2024:
1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
   Or 1 Samuel 17:57 – 18:5, 18: 10-16
Psalm 133
Job 38: 1-11
Psalm 107: 1-3, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
 
[bookmark: _Hlk165532167]It is that time again! Time to renew or subscribe to the Broadview magazine (some may remember when it was called The United Church Observer). Subscription cost is still $30 per year as long as we have a minimum of five subscribers.
Please call the Church Office if you wish to receive this magazine.

The large stained-glass window and frame above the main entrance on Prince Street was seriously damaged during the storm Fiona in September 2022. Following a professional assessment, it was determined that these front doors were not safe to use until the window repair work is completed. 
The Property Committee has been working nonstop with the Insurance Company to secure the services of a company to repair this window. The expertise required for this specialized work is very scarce in Canada. There have been many roadblocks and obstacles during this difficult process and, unfortunately, there has not been much progress made despite months of negotiations. Rest assured that every possible avenue for this repair is being explored as we continue to work to resolve this issue.
In the meantime, we need to continue to use the smaller doors located on either side of the main entrance door or the Richmond St. entrance with elevator access to enter our magnificent sanctuary to worship. 

Seeking Accommodation for Doctoral Student -   A mature woman, who is coming to UPEI in the fall to begin her doctorate in psychology,  is seeking to rent a room in Charlottetown.  She has her own home in NB and so is looking to rent for the academic year.  If you have some availability or know someone who does, please contact Heather MacDougall at  heathermacdougall15@gmail.com or 902-675-4940

Those celebrating birthdays this week Dianne Burgoyne (June 17th), Charley Doiron (June 21st) and Madison Miller (June 21st).

Chair Yoga with Melanie Fraser meets tomorrow June 17th (Monday) 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  Cost is $5.00.

Greeters for Month of June 2024: 
Stephen Donaldson, Kathy Birt, Sylvia Gunn and Mark Richardson.
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