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                             10th After Pentecost

                                  August 17, 2025            10:30 am


 Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

* Indicates to stand, if you are able
[bookmark: _Hlk25580781]
                    WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PRELUDE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	There is a light that shines in the darkness,
a light that will never die.
This is the light of Christ beckoning
us onward, guiding us toward the dawn.
We light this candle as a sign of Christ’s
undiminished and undiscouraged love
for us and all people.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
	We often say, “Everyone is welcome here.”
And yet not everyone is so sure about that.
We light this rainbow candle as a symbol
of our intention to continue working
to become a truly welcoming and inclusive
faith community.



THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

*GATHERING SONG  MV 85  
      ”Take, O Take Me as I Am”
	Take, O Take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
                                                                (3X)
*CALL TO WORSHIP:   
O God, who is greater than the most powerful forces in this world, enable us to be still and know that You are God.
O Lord, who answers out of the whirlwind of everyday 
life, breathe in us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen, 
comfort, and guide us, in the midst of the storm.
O still, small voice, speak to us this hour that we
might become makers of your peace in our homes,
in our communities, in our world. 
We pray all this in the name of the One who calmed 
the raging sea. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN  VU #87  “I Am the Light of the World”

GATHERING  PRAYER:
 Loving and Gracious God of all nations!
You love justice and hate oppression; you give peace
	to those who seek it, and you condemn violence wherever
	it is in your creation.
	Surround us with a great cloud of witnesses that we
	may have faith to live by your word in our time: courage
	and endurance to persevere as we face our trials
	and tribulations.
Give us courage to follow your servants and prophets, and to look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen.

FOR ALL AGES 	What happens after a fire”

SPECIAL MUSIC:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
	You have given us a world of beauty, and we have spoiled 
	it.
	A world to feed us, and so many go hungry.
	A world of riches, and we are unwilling to share.
	A world to care for, and we think only of ourselves.
	Forgive us, gracious God, every time your heart is 
	saddened by our selfishness, every time we have no
	thought for others, no cares but ours.
	Enable us to see this world as a gift from you that can be
	shared, and those who live on it as our neighbors.
	We ask this that your name may be glorified, through the 
	beauty of this world, and the service of our lives. Amen.

SILENCE

KYRIE ELEISON: Lord, have mercy upon us.
      Christ, have mercy upon us.
      Lord, have mercy upon us.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
	Hear the good news: Christ died for our sins and rose 	again, that God may free us from the tyranny of 
	judging others and to live fully in the power of God’s
	grace
	We are forgiven. We can live fully into God’s grace. 
								Amen.



WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 5:1-7
This reading from Isaiah is a unique poem, sung by the prophet on behalf of his friend, and operates on several levels - as a love song, judicial parable, and judgment oracle. It works metaphorically as a love-song, since vineyard is a standard metaphor for ‘lover’ in Israelite love poetry.
 Reader:  Mark Burgoyne
	The word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God.

*A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS
This Psalm is a community prayer for the restoration of the people.  It contains petitions for God as shepherd and warrior to deliver the people.

PSALM 80 Page 794 and 795 (Part Two)  Reader: Mark Burgoyne

GOSPEL: St. Luke 12:49-56  
 In this Gospel reading Jesus defines his ministry in terms of division and judgment. The promise of peace becomes a threat of division if the messiah is rejected.

	This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION: “Refining power”

*HYMN MV #156 “Dance with the Spirit”

OFFERTORY CALL
Our gifts are many and all gifts come from God.
We are called to give back to God what belongs to God so
the will and work of God may be done. Our offering will be received.

*OFFERTORY HYMN  VU 537 
               “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands”
	1 Your work, O God, needs many hands
to help you everywhere,
and some there are who cannot serve
unless our gifts we share.

2 Because we love you and your work,
our offering now we make:
be pleased to use it as your own,
we ask for Jesus’ sake.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
	Our heavenly Father: by your generosity we have
	received all that we have and all that we are.
	Grant that we may so use the things which
	you have entrusted to our care, that we may
	become more and more your children in spirit
	and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
						Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER
	Our God, we give you thanks that some things are
	important. We bring before you this morning
	the millions of your children on this globe who
	are now in motion or displaced by floods, political
	persecution, famine, racial or religious persecution.
	Let the images of thousands lining the roadways
	seeking a safe place and space be seared upon
	our hearts as they are upon yours.
	Too often tension is resolved in non-respectful
	ways. People are bullied and bulldozed, others
	give away their power, “whatever,” “Yes, dear,”:
	“Yes, sir!”
	Give us courage to have respectful conversations
	with our children, our friends, those who are different
	than us, those whose language is difficult for us
	to understand.
	We pray for those who do not see themselves as
	beloved, as welcome at this table or any other 
	because of their history, their addictions, their
struggles or our lack of hospitality.
How we see the world, the voices we choose to hear,
the pain and grief we allow ourselves to witness and
the transformation you continually bring.
Continue to work your transformation within us and 
within this world so we shall seek first your will,
your dream and the desire of your heart will set the
beat.
We desire to be your people, who stand in a long line of those who sit among lepers and shepherds outside the gates, asking simply that Jesus teach us a prayer.
So, it is with them and with him, we pray.
Our Father…Amen.

*HYMN VU 575 “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION
	Go now and continue to offer prayers and 
	thanksgiving for everyone. Be shrewd in dealing
	with the world around you but do not be seduced
	into serving wealth. Weep for those who suffer and
	share faith and truth with all.

	And may God welcome you with love;
	may Christ Jesus give you knowledge of the truth.
	May the Holy Spirit lead you into all godliness and
	dignity.
	We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the
	name of Christ. Amen.
		
*DISMISSAL HYMN  MV 92 “Like a rock” X2
     	Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet.
	Like the starry night sky God is over our head.
	Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.
	Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God
	evermore.
                                                             
Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses  
Guest Preacher: Rev. Karen Ross
Candidates for Ministry: Ellen Locke and Corina Anderson 
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Rev. Doreen Bird-Daley
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 Summer Office Hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8:15 a.m.-4:15    (Church Office Closed on Tuesdays and Thursdays)

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

A Young Student from Holland College is desperately searching for a room.  Please call the Church Office (902-892-4114) if you can offer her a place to live.

Universal Portrait Studies will be in town on September 15 & 16, and will be reaching out to schedule photo sessions with members of the congregation in order to create a photo directory. There is no cost to you if you wish to be in the directory, unless you want to purchase copies of your photos. If you do not want your contact information shared with Universal Portrait Studios, please contact Doreen in the Church Office to let us know.

Looking for Mason Jars size 250 and 500 ml new or gently used. Please drop off at the church or call the office and we will pick up. Thanks from the Christmas Fair 2025 Committee. 

The Trinity Roast Beef Dinner will take place on Saturday, October 25th – with pick up from 4:30 to 5:30 – tickets are now available in the Church Office.

Greeters for the month of August: Anne Love, Velda Ward, Stephen Donaldson, William Denso.

Those celebrating a birthday this coming week: Maureen Larter (August 20th).

Scripture Readings for Sunday, August 24th, 2025:
Jeremiah 1:4-10 or Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 71:1-6 or Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

From July 26th to August 26th – the Students at Colonel Gray High School are holding “The Charlottetown Health Drive”.  Their goal is “Better Health for All”.  Their Mission is to “ensure every single person in our beloved community has adequate health supplies to meet their needs as a human being.”  Accepted Items Include: toothbrushes, toothpaste, flossers, bandages, hand sanitizer, creams/moisturizers, tweezers, sunscreen, deodorant, bodywash/shampoo, pads, tampons, wet wipes, toilet paper, paper towel, socks, gloves, combs, brushes, hand soap, tissues, eye drops, and lip balm. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO ONLY DONATE NEW, UNUSED ITEMS!  There is a blue bin in the entrance way at Richmond Street to collect your items and THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS WORTHWHILE CAUSE!

Hello From Camp Abby,

Our camping season has only one week left!  The campers have been having a great time and our staff have been working hard.
Thank you for all the donations that you have sent our way but we do not need anymore food items.
What we do need will be mason jars or regular jars that can be used for
our weekly candle lighting ceremonies next summer.  When you are
cleaning this Fall and find some that you might not be wanting, let
Sharon (vshowatt@pei.sympatico.ca)  know and she will make arrangements to collect them.
Special thanks to the clergy members who came to camp to assist our
staff.  The program is working out the kinks and your patience is very
much appreciated.  If churches would consider "lending" us their leaders for some time next summer please let Rev. Catherine Ann Dixon know (islandlupin@hotmail.com).
On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your support.
Sharon Howatt
Board Chair

West River United Church in Cornwall is having a concert entitled “Country Legens Men of the Century Tribute” on Sunday, August 24th at 7 p.m. Songs being performed by artists like Merle Haggard, George Jones and Waylon Jennings, The Oak Ridge Boys, Willie Nelson, Alan Jackson and many more. Tickets are $15.00. To purchase call 902-566-4052, or 902-213-5574 or 902-213-6857. Tickets will also be available the night of the concert.
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