


                       TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

                             12th After Pentecost

                                  August 31, 2025            10:30 am


 Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

* Indicates to stand, if you are able
[bookmark: _Hlk25580781]
                    WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PRELUDE – Organ and Piano

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	There is a light that shines in the darkness,
a light that will never die.
This is the light of Christ beckoning
us onward, guiding us toward the dawn.
We light this candle as a sign of Christ’s
undiminished and undiscouraged love
for us and all people.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
	We often say, “Everyone is welcome here.”
And yet not everyone is so sure about that.
We light this rainbow candle as a symbol
of our intention to continue working
to become a truly welcoming and inclusive
faith community.



THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

*GATHERING SONG  MV 85  
      ”Take, O Take Me as I Am”
	Take, O Take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
                                                                (3X)
*CALL TO WORSHIP:   
This is the house of God,
and we are, by Christ’s invitation, the guests.
Yes, this is the house of God and we are,
by saving grace, the guests.
Sing to God who is our strength!
Praise the One who gives us life and hope!
We will lift up our voices and make
a joyful noise! We will proclaim
the goodness of our God!
This is the house of God,
and we are, by Christ’s invitation, the guests.
Yes, this is the house of God and we are,
by saving grace, the guests.

*OPENING HYMN  VU #266 “Amazing Grace”

OPENING PRAYER:
	God of the open hand and the open door,
thank you for inviting us here today.
Your welcome is broad and generous;
you make a place at your table for everyone.

Sometimes, we don’t think
we deserve to be here.
Many times, we look around and see others
whom we identify as “underserving.”
Still, you keep on sending out invitations
and you don’t worry about social standing
or sexual orientation or gender identity
or race or any of the things that distract us.
Help us learn how to be as hospitable
as you are, and give us grace to be as merciful
to ourselves and others as you are.
We pray in the name of Jesus who sat at many
tables and welcomed many seekers and
healed many hearts. Amen.

SOLO: by Wendy Wade Maxwell

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
	God of all the saints, God of all the sinners,
hear our prayer.
We would be saintlike
– holy, good, patient, loving.
But we end up feeling more like sinners –
full of failures of morality, selfish, mean.
Perhaps You see us simply as human
– as beloved, and flawed, and trying,
and failing, and succeeding.
In all of this, forgive the wrong that we have
done, and bless the good we have
accomplished.
Keep on loving us, and helping us,
and molding us more and more into the
image of Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
SILENCE

KYRIE ELEISON: Lord, have mercy upon us.
      Christ, have mercy upon us.
      Lord, have mercy upon us.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
	Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God
is beyond measure, and we are all
included in that love. Know that we are
forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 2:4-13       Reader: 
	The word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God.

*PSALM 81 VU p. 796 (Part One) Refrain 1

EPISTLE : Hebrews 13 :1-8, 15-16
	The word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: St. Luke 14:1, 7-14
	This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON:  Cracked Cisterns and Holy Hospitality

*HYMN VU 581 “When We Are Living”

OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN  VU 537 
               “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands”
	1 Your work, O God, needs many hands
to help you everywhere,
and some there are who cannot serve
unless our gifts we share.

2 Because we love you and your work,
our offering now we make:
be pleased to use it as your own,
we ask for Jesus’ sake.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
	From you we have received, O God,
and to you we return these gifts.
As they support the work of your church,
may they carry a message
of welcome and hope.
We offer them in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER	

*HYMN VU 343 “I Love to Tell the Story”

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION
			
*DISMISSAL HYMN  MV 156 “Dance With the Spirit”
     	Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.
                                                        (3X)

 POSTLUDE: 	Organ and Piano

Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses  
Candidates for Ministry: Ellen Locke and Corina Anderson 
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Rev. Doreen Bird-Daley
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 Summer Office Hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 8:15 a.m.-4:15    (Church Office Closed on Tuesdays and Thursdays)

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

The Next UCW Meeting will be held in the Chapel on September 8th beginning at 1:30 p.m. – All women are welcome to attend.
Melanie Fraser will do a demonstration of Chair Yoga.

Congratulations to Norma and Marven MacDonald who will celebrate their 58th Wedding Anniversary on September 2nd.

Congratulations to Rev. Doreen and Mike Daley who will celebrate their 53rd Wedding Anniversary on September 2nd.
Church Council meets on Tuesday, September 9, at 6:30 pm.

Church Council meets on Tuesday, September 9, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parlour.

Noon hour Bible Study will begin meeting again on Tuesday,
September 16.  All are welcome.  We will be continuing our study of the Book of Genesis.

Free meal for students and others.  Friday, September 19, 5:30 pm. Sponsored by the Outreach and Service Committee.

A Young Student from Holland College is desperately searching for a room.  Please call the Church Office (902-892-4114) if you can offer her a place to live.

Universal Portrait Studies will be in town on September 15 & 16, and will be reaching out to schedule photo sessions with members of the congregation in order to create a photo directory. There is no cost to you if you wish to be in the directory, unless you want to purchase copies of your photos. If you do not want your contact information shared with Universal Portrait Studios, please contact Doreen in the Church Office to let us know.

Looking for Mason Jars size 250 and 500 ml new or gently used. Please drop off at the church or call the office and we will pick up. Thanks from the Christmas Fair 2025 Committee. 

The Trinity Roast Beef Dinner will take place on Saturday, October 25th – with pick up from 4:30 to 5:30 – tickets are now available in the Church Office and will be available after worship service on Sunday mornings.

Greeters for the month of August: Anne Love, Velda Ward, Stephen Donaldson, William Denso.

Those celebrating a birthday this coming week: Bruce Fitchett (today).

Scripture Readings for Sunday, September 7, 2025
Jeremiah 18:1-11 or Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 or Psalm 1
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

The Alzheimer Society of Prince Edward Island is hosting our annual Alzheimer's Awareness Conference on September 16, 2025 at Rodd Charlottetown Hotel. We would be truly grateful if you could help us spread the word by sharing our conference information with your church community. Our theme this year is Pieces of the Mosaic: Personality, Emotion, Spirituality, and Behavior in Dementia. 
Participants can join us in person (or virtually online) for a full day of sessions with two presentation streams tailored to people living with dementia, caregivers, and healthcare providers. We encourage attendance of family and friends as well.  In-person tickets include lunch, morning refreshments, and coffee/tea. All ticket holders will receive access to the session recordings. Registration and more information can be found on our website www.alzpei.ca 

"A Multi-Congregational Commemorative Worship Service Honouring the Life and Ministry of Rev. Peter Gordon (1806-1809).
(York Covehead Pastoral Charge, Mt. Stewart-Morell-St. Peter's Bay Pastoral Charge, Kings United Pastoral Charge)
On Sunday, September 28th, all are warmly invited to attend a commemorative worship service honouring The Rev. Peter Gordon, the first resident Presbyterian Minister on PEI (1806-1809). The worship service begins at 2 p.m., followed by refreshments, cake, and ice-cream. Many thanks to our host church: the Peter Gordon Memorial United Church (fully accessible). All Are Welcome!"
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