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 Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.
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                    WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

PRELUDE 

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
We acknowledge that the land on which we are
gathered is the traditional and unceded
territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
May we seek reconciliation and may all
live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE
	There is a light that shines in the darkness,
a light that will never die.
This is the light of Christ beckoning
us onward, guiding us toward the dawn.
We light this candle as a sign of Christ’s
undiminished and undiscouraged love
for us and all people.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
	We often say, “Everyone is welcome here.”
And yet not everyone is so sure about that.
We light this rainbow candle as a symbol
of our intention to continue working
to become a truly welcoming and inclusive
faith community.



THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

*GATHERING SONG  MV 92   “Like a Rock” 
	Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet.
	Like the starry night sky God is over our head.
	Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.
	Like the river runs to ocean,
	our home is in God evermore.  (2X)

*CALL TO WORSHIP:   
	We gather on this September morning,
	near the end of a too hot, too dry, summer.
	Something feels off; the climate is out of kilter.
	It is becoming hard to trust the rhythm
	of the seasons.
	The crops do not lay heavy in the fields,
	the yields will be sparse.
	We dread what the future might bring.
	Still, it is important to remember that
	we gather as God’s people.
	We place our trust in God’s faithfulness
	and God’s ongoing creativity.
	We respond to the call to live faithfully
	and respectfully, cherishing all that God
	has given us.
	Bless the Lord, O my soul,
	and all that is within me,
	bless God’s holy name.  (Psalm 103:1)

*OPENING HYMN  VU 217 “All Creatures of Our God and King”
				
	
OPENING PRAYER:
	God, the splendour of your creation
	fills us with awe, makes our hearts sing,
	soothes our aching spirits.
	The power of your creation 
	reminds us of how fragile
	and dependent we are;
	we cannot defy the raging storm
	or stand firm upon the trembling earth.
	The destruction of your creation
	by human activity brings us face to face
	with the consequences of our greed
and foolish presumption.
	God, we want to learn how to respect
	this gift that you have given us
	and to live, not as masters
	who lord it over creation,
	but as good stewards who tend and keep
	so that future generations may know the awe
	and sing the song.
	As we gather for worship today,
	may your Spirit call to our spirits
	and share with us your wisdom and grace.
	We pray in the name of Jesus who came to us
	because you so loved the world. Amen.

STORY FOR ALL AGES

SOLO:  Behold Me Standing        William Denso

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
	God, it is hard for many of us
	to care about anything these days.
	As the bad news about the climate,
about inflation, about just about everything,
	Constantly assails us,
	as the voices of reason and decency
	are drowned out by the strident voices
	of unreason and hate,
	All we want to do is ignore it all
	and find some comfort of mind and spirit
	that will allow us to live out our days in peace.
	We do not want to be engaged with anything
	because we do not see the point.
	We know that this is not a good
	place for us to be and it is certainly not
	a faithful way of being.
	We need your help to find our way
	and your forgiveness for our failings.
	Trusting in your undiscouraged mercy
	and grace, we offer our prayers in Jesus’
	name. Amen.
	
SILENCE

KYRIE ELEISON: Lord, have mercy upon us.
      Christ, have mercy upon us.
      Lord, have mercy upon us.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
	Have you not known? Have you not heard?
	The Lord is the everlasting God,
	the Creator of the ends of the earth,
	who does not faint or grow weary,
	whose understanding is unsearchable.
	Even the young will faint and fall from exhaustion
	but those who wait for the Lord
	shall renew their strength,
	they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
	they shall run and not be weary,
	they shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:28, 30-31)
	Thanks be to God.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 4:1-12, 22-28      Reader: 
Devon Turcotte
	The word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God.

*PSALM 14 VU p. 735

GOSPEL: St. Luke 15:1-10                        Reader: Devon Turcotte
	This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

CHOIR:  All Praise to You (Finlandia)

SERMON:  “The Earth Mourns!”

*HYMN MV 143  “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”
                           (Tune: How Can I keep From Singing) 

OFFERTORY CALL

*OFFERTORY HYMN  VU 541
            Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	 Praise God, all creatures high and low;
	 Give thanks to God in love made known:
	 Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
	With gratitude for the blessings
	that hallow our days,
	with humility that we are so blessed
	at a time many live in want,
	we offer these gifts, O God.
	use them to encourage the faithful
	and heal what is broken in this world.
	We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER	

*HYMN VU p. 747 “The Lord’s My Shepherd”

*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION
			
*DISMISSAL HYMN  VU 298   “When You Walk From Here”
     	When you walk from here,
	when you walk from here,
walk with justice, walk with mercy,
and with God’s humble care.  (2X)

 POSTLUDE

Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses  
Candidates for Ministry: Ellen Locke and Corina Anderson 
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Rev. Doreen Bird-Daley
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m   

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

The Sympathy of this Congregation is extended to the family and friends of the late Isabel Kerry who died recently. Her funeral took place from the MacLean Funeral Home on this past Wednesday.

Noon hour Bible Study will begin meeting again on this Tuesday, September 16.  All are welcome.  We will be continuing our study of the Book of Genesis.

Dinner and Speaker Advance Notice, October 7, at 5:30 p.m.

Come Sing With Us! The Chancel Choir is keen to have you come join our group. Rehearsals are held every Wednesday evening, 6:30-8:00 p.m.. Rehearsals are also held on Sunday mornings before worship. The choir sings a variety of anthems and hymns, learns plenty about music and music making, and has a lot of fun doing it! Come along to practice on Wednesday evenings.  Today is the first Sunday morning the choir is in the loft.

Chair Yoga with Melanie Fraser begins tomorrow, Monday, September 15th, in the Chapel at 1:30 p.m. Cost is $10.

Free meal for students and others, Friday, September 19, 5:30 pm. Sponsored by the Outreach and Service Committee.

Universal Portrait Studies will be in town on this coming Monday and Tuesday, September 15 & 16. By now, you should of received a call to set up your appointment to have your family picture done.  The plan is to create an up to date photo directory. There is no cost to you if you wish to be in the directory, unless you want to purchase copies of your photos. If you do not want your contact information shared with Universal Portrait Studios, please contact Doreen in the Church Office to let us know.

The Trinity Roast Beef Dinner will take place on Saturday, October 25th – with pick up from 4:30 to 5:30 – tickets are now available in the Church Office and will be available after worship service on Sunday mornings.

Handbell Choir at Trinity is looking for three new handbell ringers. Rehearsals are on Fridays 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. beginning this past Friday, September 12th – contact Kay Linkletter if interested at klinkletter@gmail.com.

Greeters for the month of September: Anne Love, Ann White, Miriam Lank, Alan Edwards

Those celebrating a birthday this coming week: Justin Thompson (Sept. 17th), Ellen Fraser (Sept. 19th) 

Scripture Readings September 21, 2025:
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 or Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

Sea of Hope Al-anon AFG, will be having its 55th Al-Anon Anniversary on this Sunday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. This will be held at St. Monica’s Chapel (St. Augustine’s Catholic Church on the Church Road in Rustico. There will be an Al-Anon and A.A. Speaker. Lunch will be served. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The Alzheimer Society of Prince Edward Island is hosting our annual Alzheimer's Awareness Conference on September 16, 2025 at Rodd Charlottetown Hotel. We would be truly grateful if you could help us spread the word by sharing our conference information with your church community. Our theme this year is Pieces of the Mosaic: Personality, Emotion, Spirituality, and Behavior in Dementia. 
Participants can join us in person (or virtually online) for a full day of sessions with two presentation streams tailored to people living with dementia, caregivers, and healthcare providers. We encourage attendance of family and friends as well.  In-person tickets include lunch, morning refreshments, and coffee/tea. All ticket holders will receive access to the session recordings. Registration and more information can be found on our website www.alzpei.ca 

"A Multi-Congregational Commemorative Worship Service Honouring the Life and Ministry of Rev. Peter Gordon (1806-1809).
(York Covehead Pastoral Charge, Mt. Stewart-Morell-St. Peter's Bay Pastoral Charge, Kings United Pastoral Charge)
On Sunday, September 28th, all are warmly invited to attend a commemorative worship service honouring The Rev. Peter Gordon, the first resident Presbyterian Minister on PEI (1806-1809). The worship service begins at 2 p.m., followed by refreshments, cake, and ice-cream. Many thanks to our host church: the Peter Gordon Memorial United Church (fully accessible). All Are Welcome!"

Palestine Land Exercise:
 Bedeque United Church invites you to the Palestine Land Exercise workshop on Saturday, November 1, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. Please email to register by October 15th at bedequepc@outlook.com.
*About the Workshop:  “It didn’t start on October 7, 2023”.  Would you like to deepen your understanding of the Palestine-Israel conflict? The Palestine Land Exercise (PLE) is an interactive presentation that walks participants through key historical events in the region since the late 19th century. Guided by a four-member volunteer team, this 50-minute immersive experience is followed by an Indigenous-style talking circle, offering space for reflection and discussion on steps toward peace. This workshop is open to all interested in participating!

News from Camp Abegweit: The annual Golf Tournament will be held on September 20 at Rustico Resort. For more information and to register send an email to golf.campabegweit.ca. The Annual Fundraising Dinner will be held September 27th at Camp Abegweit. It will start at 6:00. Take-our dinners will be available for pick up between 4 and 4:30. For more information and tickets email Sharon at vshowatt@pei.sympatico.ca.

"Join Rural Routes Through the Holy this fall for a soul-nourishing day of connection, reflection, and inspiration in the beautiful and historic setting of St. Anne’s Church, on the edge of Sackville, New Brunswick.
This “day away” is a gentle and meaningful miniature of our longer three-day Rural Routes gathering. Whether you’ve joined us before or are just curious to dip your toes in, this is a wonderful opportunity to be part of the Rural Routes community—no matter how you live out your spirituality.
The day will include:
· Thoughtful speakers and creative workshops
· Space for quiet reflection and rich conversation
· Morning refreshments and a shared lunch (included with registration)
We welcome everyone—those who attend church often, and those who experience the holy in other ways.
To register, please go to our website at https://ruralroutesthroughtheholy.ca and click on the Events tab. Choose A Day Away from the drop down menu."
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