





TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Lent 4

Order Of Service

Sunday March 15, 2026			10:30 am

Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

* Indicates to stand, if you are able.

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
		We acknowledge that the land on which we are gathered 
	is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit 
	Mi’kmaq First Nation. May we seek reconciliation and may 
	all live in peace and harmony on this land.

THE CHRIST CANDLE:
		May this light give comfort to all who suffer,
		all who mourn, and all who are in pain.
		May this light be visible to all who need it.
		May it shine in the deepest and most difficult
		of nights and draw us closer to the love of God
		that we know in Jesus Christ.

THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
		In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
		that all people are worthy of dignity, safety
	and a place at the table.

	THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

	*GATHERING SONG MV 18  “Lord, Prepare Me…….”
		Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
		pure and holy, tried and true;
		with thanksgiving I’ll be a living
		sanctuary for you.  (3X)

	CALL TO WORSHIP: 
		The Apostle Paul wrote, “For now we see in a 	
		mirror dimly, but then we will see face to face.
          		 Now I know only in part; then I will know fully,
		even as I have been fully known.” (1 Cor. 13: 12)
		We long to see clearly; we long to know
		and be known.
		Sometimes, in worship, the gap between
		“now” and “then” narrows.
		We find ourselves in holy presence.
		May it be so today.
		Come, let us worship the One 
		who has searched us and known us. (Ps.139:1)

	*OPENING HYMN VU 371 “Open My Eyes, That I May   
                                                       See”             
     	OPENING PRAYER:
		Holy One, we are well along 
		in the journey of Lent but still the road
		rises hard and steep before us.
		With our eyes we can see only
		the sharp rocks, the spiked thorns,
		the distance yet to be travelled.
		Give us hearts of faith 
		so that we may come to see what you see:
		the love that abides, the love that suffers,
		the love that overcomes.
		May this true vision lead us onward
		and shape our doing and our being.
		We pray in the name of the pilgrim Christ
		who walks this path for us and with us. Amen.
	STORY FOR ALL AGES

	CHOIR:   Near the River - Anna Page

	PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
		When all was darkness and chaos, O God,
		your creative word called forth the light.  (Gn.1:3b)
           	Your very being is light,
		but we have turned away from you
		and embraced the darkness.
		There are many things 
		we do not want to see,
		many things we dare not see.
		Sin and want and sorrow
		—all these abound—
		and in the confusion of the night
		we call them good and fullness and joy.
		We have lost our way.
          		 Forgive us; set our stumbling feet
           		upon the path of life once more.
           		We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

	KYRIE ELEISON:  Lord, have mercy upon us.
			        Christ have mercy upon us.
			       Lord, have mercy upon us.

	WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
		The light of Christ shines undefeated and 				undiscouraged to brighten the path 
		of all who seek the dawn.
		Thanks be to God.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

	OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  Reader: Heather Cameron
		May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		Thanks be to God.


	MUSIC:  Be Thou My Vision – David and Alice Atkinson
					  
	GOSPEL: St. John 9:1-41
		This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
		Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

	SERMON: Now I See

           	*HYMN 508  “Just As I Am”

	OFFERING

	*OFFERTORY HYMN VU 544  “In Gratitude and Humble 
					     Trust”
		In gratitude and humble trust
		we bring our best today
		to serve your cause and share your love
		with all along life’s way.
		O God, who gave yourself to us
		in Jesus Christ, your Son,
		teach us to give ourselves each day
		until life’s work is done.

	 PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
		While there is light by which our hearts can 
		see, and work for us to do,
		may our giving bear witness
		to the healing power of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

	PASTORAL PRAYER

	*HYMN VU 509  “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”

	*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION           




	*DISMISSAL HYMN VU 641 “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My 					Song”  (v.1)
		Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey,
		I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go:
		for our life and our peace and our love is yourself.
		Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

	POSTLUDE

Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses 
Candidates for Ministry: Ellen Locke and Corina Anderson 
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Wendy Maxwell 
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Sunday Custodian: Seamus Murphy
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org 
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 
Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Can you help out in the life and work of Trinity-Clifton? If you would like to do some committee work, please contact 
Gordon Matheson (902-388-4857) or Mary Ann Burke-Matheson (902-393-8378). We would be happy to discuss what may work for you.

Chair Yoga with Melanie Fraser has been discontinued.  


Noon hour Bible Study will be on Tuesday March 17th. All are welcome.

Prince Street Churches Lenten Series 2026
A study of the various people associated with the Passion of 
Christ. A short worship service 12:10 pm – 12:30 pm followed by 
a light lunch.

· Mar. 18 – Trinity United
· Mar. 25 – Trinity United

Saturday March 21st – Pancake Breakfast from 8:30 to 10:30 am.  Tickets are $10 per person or $20 per family.  This is one of the Men’s Club’s main fundraisers. Proceeds go to support the taxi service which provides rides to church events. Please call the office to reserve your tickets.

Park Royal United Church is celebrating the end of March Break and 1st day of Spring with a 'Chili/Soup & Song Event' at Park Royal United Church. Happening on Saturday, March 21 from 4:30 - 6:00 pm - Price $10.  Come into our gym, sit down and enjoy music by 'Grace Notes' and sing along while you have your supper.  Call Church Office to book your spot at 902-894-9656.

Food Bank Drive - Helping Others in Our Community
The Outreach Committee will be focusing on the first Sunday of every month to have a Food Drive for UPEI and Holland College Students’ Food Banks. Your donations of help are greatly appreciated. We have been told that some of the most needed non-perishable items would be pasta sauce, diced tomatoes, tomato paste, cereal, peanut butter and instant noodles such as indomie or ramen. Also, donations such as fresh vegetables or potatoes when possible are greatly appreciated! Anything you can give would be welcomed! The next Drive takes place on April 5th. We are very thankful for any help you can give to this program.

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday April 12th at 12:30 pm.  Lunch will be provided.

Church Council is meeting on Tuesday April 14th at 6:30 pm.

Saturday April 25th – Takeout Roast Beef Dinner from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Tickets are $25. Please call the Office at 902-892-4114.

Hopefully the weather will be getting warmer but there are still people who are in need of a warm jacket or sweater. So, if you Aare cleaning out your closet to make room for your spring wardrobe, you can drop off any unwanted items to the Church Office and a member of the Outreach & Service Committee will deliver it to the Outreach Centres.

Strawberry, blueberry, and raspberry jam and chow are now for sale.  Only $5 per jar while quantities last.  Please visit the Church Office.

Gift cards for the retailers listed below are available for purchase every Sunday after church, as well as every weekday at the church office.  The proceeds go towards the work and cost of our programs and building needs.  If there is a gift card that is not listed, please let us know and we will look into adding it to our gift card list.

Amazon			Indigo			Sobeys
Best Buy			Irving			Staples
Boston Pizza			KFC			Starbucks
Canadian Tire		Kent			Subway
Children’s Place		M  & M		Superstore
Cineplex			Marks			Swiss Chalet
Dollarama			McDonald’s		Tim Hortons
Esso				Old Navy		Ultramar
Giant Tiger			PetroCanada		Wal-Mart
Home Depot			Shell			Wendy’s
Home Hardware		Shoppers DM		Winners
Volunteer archivist needed: You will ensure the preservation and organization of Trinity’s vital records, e.g. baptismal, marriage, and burial registers, minutes, and property documents. You are responsible for storing records securely, organizing files, and transferring historically significant materials to the Regional 
Council Archives. We would like to continue the excellent work of Katherine Dewar. Are you able to help? Please contact Gordon (902-388-4857) or Mary Ann (902-393-8378).

If you have recently moved or changed your phone number from a land line to a cell phone, please advise the church office so we can update our records.

If you are a frequent visitor to Trinity Clifton and are not set up on PAR or do not have envelopes, we suggest you contact the Church office (902-892-4114), to be set up so you can take advantage of any tax benefit by receiving a Charitable Tax receipt for your donations.

A new replacement AED was donated by John and Heather Kamphuis in loving memory of John’s parents, John and Wil Kamphuis

Greeters for the month of March: Audrey Farquharson, Bruce Fitchett, Maurice “Moe” Wood, Joan Wood

Those celebrating a birthday this week: Jack MacPherson (Mar. 15th), Kira and Logan Duckworth (Mar. 16th), Joan Burch (Mar. 17th), Roddie MacLean (Mar. 19th), Ewen Stewart (Mar. 20th)

Scripture Readings for Sunday March 22, 2026:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY 

  We acknowledge that the land on which we are gathered  

 is the traditional and unceded territory of the Abegweit  

 Mi’kmaq First Nation. May we seek reconciliation and may  

 all live in peace and harmony on this land. 

 

THE CHRIST CANDLE: 

  May this light give comfort to all who suffer, 

  all who mourn, and all who are in pain. 

  May this light be visible to all who need it. 

  May it shine in the deepest and most difficult 

  of nights and draw us closer to the love of God 

  that we know in Jesus Christ. 

 

THE RAINBOW CANDLE: 

  In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim 

  that all people are worthy of dignity, safety 

 and a place at the table. 

