



TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Easter Day

Order Of Service

Sunday April 5, 2026			10:30 am

Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses
are in bold type.

* Indicates to stand, if you are able.

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
	
	WELCOME  

 	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY
		We acknowledge that the land on which we are 
		gathered is the traditional and unceded
		territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation.
		May we seek reconciliation and may all 
		live in peace and harmony on this land.

	THE CHRIST CANDLE:
		This candle represents the undefeated
		light of Christ. May its light shine for us
		and through us to brighten the world.
		May we always walk in this holy light.

	THE RAINBOW CANDLE:
		In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim
		that all people are worthy of dignity, 
		safety and a place at the table.
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	THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

	INTROIT: Alleluia! Sing Praise: J.S. Bach

	CALL TO WORSHIP:(from Psalm 30)
		Sing praises to God, you faithful,
		give thanks to God’s holy name!
		Weeping may linger for a night,
		but joy comes in the morning.
		God turns our mourning into dancing
		and clothes us in gladness.
		Let us praise God and not be silent!
		O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you 				forever!

	*PROCESSIONAL HYMN VU 155  “Jesus Christ Is Risen 					 		 Today”

	OPENING PRAYER:  
		God of Resurrection,
		Bringer of joy in the morning,
		we give you thanks for this Easter Day
		as again we celebrate the good news
		of Christ’s triumph over death.
		This is beyond our imagining,
		beyond our explaining,
		and infinitely beyond our achieving.
		It is your doing, marvelous in our eyes.
		By the power of your Spirit at work among us,
		may we too be raised to new life 
		and may our spirits be filled with joy and hope.   			Amen.

	MUSIC: “Hallelujah” : Leonard Cohen (Revised words by 
		    Kelly Mooney) - Alice, Dave and Jane Atkinson

	STORY FOR ALL AGES
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	CHOIR: O Praise the Lord!: G. F. Handel

WE RECEIVE GOD’S WORD

	EPISTLE: Colossians 3:1-4, Reader: Stratos Karountzos

	GOSPEL: St. Matthew 27:57-66; 28:1-10, Reader: Sarah 
						         Moses-Karountzos
		This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
		Glory be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

	SERMON: Life Will Find A Way

	*HYMN VU 352  “I Danced in the Morning”

	OFFERTORY CALL

	*OFFERTORY HYMN  MV 191  “What Can I Do?”
		What can I do? What can I bring?
		What can I say?  What can I sing?
		I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
		I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. (2X)

	PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
		God, we bring these gifts
		in the work of nurturing the seeds 
		of life and hope in a world where growing 	
		conditions are often harsh and unpromising
		and sometimes growth seems impossible.
		Strengthen our faith to wait
		in anticipation of an abundant harvest.
		We pray in the name of the risen Christ.  Amen.

	INVITATION TO THE TABLE:
		Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God.		It anticipates the day when they shall come
		from east and west and north and south
		and sit at the table in the kingdom of God.
		This is the Lord’s table.
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		Our Saviour invites those who love him
		to share the feast he has prepared.
	
	PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
		That our joy may not be hindered by 
		by the remembrance of our sins,
		let us now make our confession,
		trusting in God’s mercy.
		Almighty God,
		in raising Jesus from the grave,
		you broke the power of sin and death.
		We confess that we remain captive
		to doubt and fear,
		bound by the ways that lead to death.
		If we are not poor and hungry,
		we are little concerned about poverty
		and hunger.
		If we are secure within the rule of law,
		we care little about justice for the oppressed.
		If we are safe in our homes,
		we do not long for peace in the world.
		If it appears that the planet will survive 
		until we are gone,
		we do not worry about future generations.
		Forgive us, God of mercy.
		Help us trust your power
		to change our lives and make us new,
		that we may know the joy of life abundant
		given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Amen.

		SILENCE

	 	(Tune#716 VU, “My Life Flows On”)
			Create in me a clean heart, God,
			put a new spirit in me.
			Do not cast me far off from you
			or take your spirit from me.
			Restore to me salvation’s joy,
			put fresh wind in my sails.
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		Forgive me now for all my sins,
		and I will live to praise you.
	         	(Based on Psalm 51, adapted by John Moses.)
	
	WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
		Because the grave could not hold Christ,
		We too are free: free from sin and death,
		free to love and serve God,
		free to love and serve one another.
		Thanks be to God!  Hallelujah!

	PASSING THE PEACE

	*HYMN MV 194 “Bread of Life, Feed My Soul”

	THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
		The Lord be with you.
		And also with you.
		Lift up your hearts. 
		We lift them up to the Lord. 
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
		It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
		Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love,		
		you are beyond complete knowledge, 
		above perfect description.
		Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
		Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love,
		you are creative and self-giving,
		generously moving
		in all the near and distant corners of the universe.
		Nothing exists that does not find its source in you.
		Through fear-filled days and aching nights	
		when the powers of death have done their worst,
		your love has never deserted us. 
		Even when we turn away from you, 
		you are with us; 
		your presence never fails us, 
		your gifts of hope and new life transform us.
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		We praise you for Jesus Christ, 
		risen to life, eternal as your love. 
		With the women at the tomb, 
		we raise the strain of gladness. 
		Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death!
		The day of resurrection has come, 
		scattering fear and gloom. 
		And so we rejoice with all your people
		of every time and place, 
		and with angels and archangels, 
		to proclaim the glory of your name: 
         		Hymn 203 (More Voices) (All sing.)
		Holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space.
		All earth and sea and sky above
		bear witness to your grace.
		Hosanna in the highest heav’n,
		creation sings your praise.
		And blessed is the One who comes
		and bears your name always.
		It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ,
		who joins us together as a community
		of broken but hopeful believers:
		loving what he loved
		living what he taught, and
		striving to be his faithful servants
		in our time and place.
		In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises, 
		and the price he paid for who he was, 
		what he said, and what he did.
		On the night before Jesus died,
		he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said,
		“Take and eat, whenever you do this,
		 remember me.”
		After supper, Jesus took the cup, 
		and poured, saying,
		“This is the new covenant, remember me.”
		We do remember. 
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		We remember his life of love, 
		his friendship, his teaching,
		his dying, and his rising to life again. 
		In sharing this meal,
        	  	we live out the mystery of our faith:
		Hymn 204 (More Voices) (All sing.)
		Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,
		Christ will come again!
		Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,
		Christ will come again
		Holy Mystery, God the Spirit,
		we call on you to transform these familiar things, 
		as you continually transform the world around us.
		Bless this bread and this cup,
		the wheat and the grape,
		the farmer and the harvest,
		the seed and the sower.
		So that in the sharing of these
	 	simple elements in community, 
		we may taste and see your goodness.
		Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, 
		in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
		all glory is yours, God most holy, 
		now and forever.  
		Hymn 205 (More Voices) (All sing.)
		Amen, amen, O Holy One!  Hosanna and Amen!
		Amen, amen, O Holy One!  Hosanna and Amen!

	THE BREAKING AND BLESSING:
		The body of Christ, 
		The bread of life.
		The lifeblood of Christ, 
		the cup of blessing.
		The gifts of God for the people of God,
		Thanks be to God!

	THE HOLY COMMUNION
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	PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
		May the life we have received	
		in the sharing of bread and wine
		empower us to be your Easter people
		in the world, O God,
		this day and always.  Amen.

	*HYMN VU 159 “The Strife Is O’er”

	*SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION:
		Christ is risen!
		He is risen indeed!
		Christ is risen!
		He is risen indeed!
		Christ is risen!
		He is risen indeed!
		Hallelujah!

	*DISMISSAL HYMN MV 90 “Don’t Be Afraid”
		Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
		my love is stronger than your fear.
		Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
		and I have promised, promised
 		to be always near.  

		N’ayez pas peur, mon amour est plus fort,
		il est plus fort que votre peur.
		N’ayez pas peur, mon amour est plus fort;
		je vous ai promis, 
		promis d’être toujours là.

		Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger,
		my love is stronger than your fear.
		Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
		and I have promised, promised
		to be always near.  

	POSTLUDE
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	Minister: Rev. Dr. John Moses 
	Candidates for Ministry: Ellen Locke and Corina Anderson 
Music Director: Donald Fraser
Office Administrator: Wendy Maxwell 
Custodian: Andy Gagnon
Sunday Custodian: Seamus Murphy
Web Page: www.trinityclifton.org
Email: trinitycliftonunitedchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 902-892-4114 
Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Announcements

Trinity-Clifton Vision Statement: We are a joyful, welcoming, inclusive Christ-centered community of faith, reaching out to others, providing a safe space where we respect differences. We learn from the past and dare to change.

Noon hour Bible Study will be on Tuesday April 7th. All are welcome.

Tuesday April 7th at 5:30 pm – Dinner and Speaker
The speaker will be Kelly Galloway, a civil engineer who has her own company, Engineering Technologies Canada Ltd.  Kelly will be speaking about the prevalence of radon gas on PEI, its harmful effects, and how to detect and remediate it.  Pay what you can for the meal.  Please notify us of your attendance by noon on April 2nd.

Mark your calendars for Saturday April 11th at 7 pm at Central Queens United Church in Hunter River for a Newfoundland Roast for Rev. Greg Davis’ retirement. You’re invited to a fun evening with lots of music, and shared memories. Bring your own memories. A free-will offering will be collected at the door for a charity of Rev. Greg’s choice.
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Park Royal United Church will host a concert featuring members of the former Blue Crystals on Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 PM. The program will include classic hits from the 1960s and 1970s, along with a performance by local trio We3. Tickets are $15 for adults, with free admission for children 12 and under, available through Eventbrite, the church office, or at the door (cash only). Fudge sale at intermission! Proceeds support the programs and outreach of the church. For more information, call 902-894-9656 or email office@parkroyalunited.ca.  

The Congregation is Invited: 
Please reserve Sunday April 12th for the Annual Congregational Meeting. It will take place in the gym after the Sunday Service. The Annual Report and Financials can be picked up at the back of the Church or in the Church Office.  Looking forward to seeing everyone to discuss and celebrate the great work and efforts of the past year. We will also be looking at the next steps to our future. Lunch will be provided.

UCW meeting is Monday April 13th at 1:30 pm.  The speaker will be Sister Sue Kidd.

Church Council is meeting on Tuesday April 14th at 6:30 pm.

Saturday April 25th – Takeout Roast Beef Dinner from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Tickets are $25. Please call the Office at 902-892-4114.

Food Bank Drive - Helping Others in Our Community
The Outreach Committee will be focusing on the first Sunday of every month to have a Food Drive for UPEI and Holland College Students’ Food Banks. Your donations of help are greatly appreciated. We have been told that some of the most needed non-perishable items would be pasta sauce, diced tomatoes, tomato paste, cereal, peanut butter and instant noodles such as indomie or ramen. Also, donations such as fresh vegetables or potatoes when possible are greatly appreciated! Anything you can give would be welcomed! The next Drive takes place on May 3rd. We are very thankful for any help you can give to this program.
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Strawberry jam, grape jelly, and chow are now for sale.  Only $5 per jar while quantities last.  Please visit the Church Office.

Hopefully the weather will be getting warmer but there are still people who are in need of a warm jacket or sweater. So, if you are cleaning out your closet to make room for your spring wardrobe, you can drop off any unwanted items to the Church Office and a member of the Outreach & Service Committee will deliver it to the Outreach Centres.

Food Safety Course for Trinity Volunteers:
PEI Department of Environmental Health is offering two Food Safety Courses for volunteers in May. These courses provide valuable information regarding safe practices in preparing, storing and serving food. This information is pertinent to all persons who volunteer in Trinity’s various functions like take-out and dine-in suppers, Coffee and Conversation, lunches, receptions and so on. Attendance is strongly recommended for these volunteers.

Two Courses to be offered:
1. Wednesday evening, May 6 from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church on Stratford Road in Stratford.
2. Wednesday morning, May 27 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at St. Paul’s Anglican Church on Prince Street in Charlottetown.

These courses are provided free-of-charge and the certificate awarded for completion of the course is valid for five years. (You may refresh at any time so do not need to wait for the certificate to expire.) 

Pre-Registration is required no more than 24 hours before the course date. To register online, go to Government of PEI, then to Volunteer Food Safety and follow the instructions there. If you do not have computer access and wish to register, please leave your name with Wendy in the office.
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Volunteer archivist needed: You will ensure the preservation and organization of Trinity’s vital records, e.g. baptismal, marriage, and burial registers, minutes, and property documents. You are responsible for storing records securely, organizing files, and transferring historically significant materials to the Regional 
Council Archives. We would like to continue the excellent work of Katherine Dewar. Are you able to help? Please contact Gordon (902-388-4857) or Mary Ann (902-393-8378).

If you have recently moved or changed your phone number from a land line to a cell phone, please advise the church office so we can update our records.

The Outreach and Service Committee is once again collecting Red Dresses.  If you have a red dress hanging in the back of your closet and want to loan or give away, we would like to hang it in the church for the month of May.  If you are a Thrift Store shopper, please be on the lookout for red dresses.  Thanks from the O & S Committee.

Can you help out in the life and work of Trinity-Clifton?  If you would like to do some committee work, please contact Gordon Matheson (902-388-4857) or Mary Ann Burke Matheson 
(902-393-8378).  We would be happy to discuss what may work for you.

If you are a frequent visitor to Trinity-Clifton and are not set up on PAR or do not have envelopes, we suggest you contact the office (902-892-4114) to be set up so you can take advantage of any tax benefit by receiving a Charitable Tax Receipt for your donations.
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If you are a frequent visitor to Trinity Clifton and are not set up on PAR or do not have envelopes, we suggest you contact the Church office (902-892-4114), to be set up so you can take 
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Gift cards for the retailers listed below are available for purchase every Sunday after church, as well as every weekday at the church office.  The proceeds go towards the work and cost of our programs and building needs.  If there is a gift card that is not listed, please let us know and we will look into adding it to our gift card list.

Amazon			Indigo			Sobeys
Best Buy			Irving			Staples
Boston Pizza			KFC			Starbucks
Canadian Tire		Kent			Subway
Children’s Place		M  & M		Superstore
Cineplex			Marks			Swiss Chalet
Dollarama			McDonald’s		Tim Hortons
Esso				Old Navy		Ultramar
Giant Tiger			PetroCanada		Wal-Mart
Home Depot			Shell			Wendy’s
Home Hardware		Shoppers DM		Winners

Greeters for the month of April: Miriam Lank, Bruce Fitchett, Anne Love, Mark Richardson
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Scripture Readings for Sunday April 12, 2026:
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20-19-31

            TRINITY UNITED CHURCH     Easter Day     Order Of Service     Sunday  April 5,   2026       10:30 am     Prayers and songs in unison and people’s responses   are in  bold type .     * Indicates to stand, if you are able.     WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE  

  

 WELCOME   

 

  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TERRITORY 

  We acknowledge that the land on which we are  

  gathered is the traditional and unceded 

  territory of the Abegweit Mi’kmaq First Nation. 

  May we seek reconciliation and may all  

  live in peace and harmony on this land. 

 

 THE CHRIST CANDLE: 

  This candle represents the undefeated 

  light of Christ. May its light shine for us 

  and through us to brighten the world. 

  May we always walk in this holy light. 

 

 THE RAINBOW CANDLE: 

  In lighting this rainbow candle we proclaim 

  that all people are worthy of dignity,  

  safety and a place at the table. 
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 THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

 INTROIT: Alleluia! Sing Praise: J.S. Bach 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP:(from Psalm 30) 

  Sing praises to God, you faithful, 

  give thanks to God’s holy name! 

  Weeping may linger for a night, 

  but joy comes in the morning. 

  God turns our mourning into dancing 

  and clothes us in gladness. 

  Let us praise God and not be silent! 

  O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you  

   forever! 

 

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN VU 155  “Jesus Christ Is Risen 

         Today” 

 

 OPENING PRAYER:   

  God of Resurrection, 

  Bringer of joy in the morning, 

  we give you thanks for this Easter Day 

  as again we celebrate the good news 

  of Christ’s triumph over death. 

  This is beyond our imagining, 

  beyond our explaining, 

  and infinitely beyond our achieving. 

  It is your doing, marvelous in our eyes. 

  By the power of your Spirit at work among us, 

  may we too be raised to new life  

  and may our spirits be filled with joy and hope.   

   Amen. 

 

 MUSIC: “Hallelujah” : Leonard Cohen (Revised words by  

      Kelly Mooney) - Alice, Dave and Jane Atkinson 

 

 STORY FOR ALL AGES 
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